
Order of St -John of Jerusalem , Knights Hospitaller
Under the Constitution granted by his Late Majesty King Peter II of Yugoslavia

The International Herald

EDITION 02/2016

World Headquarters:

St. Paul Street 223
Valletta VLT 1217

Malta

Phone  + 356 2123 0712

H.E. Lieutenant Grand Master
Peter Gabrielsen OSJ

H.E. Grand Commander
Paul M. Borg OSJ

H.E. Grand Hospitaller
Vincent R. Bonagura OSJ

H.E. Grand Counselor
Boudewijn Franck OSJ

H.E. Grand Marshal
Roberto Volpe OSJ

Editor:
Ch . Jan Lambrecht, CJSJ

PRO FIDE, PRO UTILITATE HOMINUM



Word by our Lt-Grandmaster

Chairman E,C,õsobservations é

Contemplation : quote

74th Anniversary Award George Cross to the People of Malta

Procession of Saint -Wivina

Reflexions on Generosity

Charity concert Prioratus Flandriae

Charity project HELP-Madagascar

Call of duty

Atheism & religion : dialogue & debate

Feast of Saint -John

Contemplation : quote

Personalia & Word from the editor

3

4

5

6

9

10

12

14

18

19

23

24

26

TABLE OF CONTENT



Knights and Dames in St. John 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It is with great pleasure that I get this opportunity to 

make a few comments to the new issue of the 
International Herald.

It is of the greatest importance that the Herald is coming 
out in this excellent shape to all members of the Order, 
because in this way each and everyone will have the 
possibility to know what is going on in all other parts of 
the world of the Order and thus preserve the feeling to 
be a part of a larger community. To see what impressive 
works of charity are being undertaken round about can 
only fill our hearts with both pride and humility. It is all 
done to live up to our motto pro utilitate hominum and 
our obligation to serve the needy.

You must all be aware that the Herald is not set into the 
world to give a lot of detailed information about who is 
received in the Order and promoted to higher grades. 
That is left to the local Units to do in what ever way they 
find fit. The Herald is destined to see the greater 
perspective and inform about the larger outlines of our 
Order which is fortunately in a long lasting period of 
Progress.

Peter GABRIELSEN, OSJ
Lieutenant -Grand Master.
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An important part of the Order is the Ecclesiastical 
Council, which is living up to being part of an Ecumenical 
Body, and also notwithstanding which denomination ð
and we have prelates from all major branches of the 
Christian Faith ðstanding fast in professing the creed in a 
firm and traditional way, which is the best weapon against 

one of the greatest dangers today, namely the 
secularization that makes many people and even nations 
afraid to openly show their faith.

With this I wish to express a heartfelt thank to the Editor Jan 
Lambrecht for the marvellous work he is doing and to the 
contributors of the articles in this issue, and I wish all 
members and other readers a good time with the reading 
and a nice summer.

Sincerely in Christ and St.-John,
Peter Gabrielsen
Lt. Grand Master



Two Poetic Prayers

At the feast of Saint John the Baptist, our patron, and 
probably also at the beginning of a period of vacation I 
suggest two poetic prayers as a moment of contemplation. 
First a prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi and secondly a 
Flemish poem by Manu Verhulst . Try to enjoy it as much as 
you can.

Prayer of St.Francis of Assisi
Lord, make me an instrument
of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.

O divine Master,
grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,

it is in dying
that we are born to eternal life.

Vacation 

by Manu Verhulst

I saw a blackbird taste the cherries;
a bunch of young cats was playing in the grass.
Vacation, I thought; enjoying the good things of life,
and playing as if the world
had just been created.

I saw the clouds chasing through the sky,
white tales in deep blue air.
Vacation, I thought; travelling from one horizon
to the other
without cares.

And I saw people lugging baggage
and travelling, who would get the furthest.
Vacation, I thought,
is an art as any other.
Only in limitation
does the master show himself.

Hans Vanackere 
Prelate of the Priory of the Low Countries, 
Chairman of the Ecclesiastical Council.
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Hans VANACKERE
Chairman E.C.
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AUSTRALASIA
74th ANNIVERSARY

AWARD GEORGE CROSS TO THE PEOPLE OF MALTA

Shrine of Remembrance Melbourne,
Shelter of Peace Memorial,

Together with members of the Priory of Victoria OSJ, 
the Maltese Australian Association celebrated the 
74th Anniversary of the Award of the George Cross, 
by King George VI on 15th April 1942, during the 
Second World War, to the People of Malta.  
This remarkable award was recognized at a Service 
and Wreath Laying Ceremony, at the Shrine of 
Remembrance, Melbourne, on Sunday 10th April 
2016. 
The proceedings commenced with a March Past, at 
the Shrine Forecourt and an assembly at the 
Cenotaph followed by a Service at the Peace 
Memorial.
A  traditional flypast of three CT4 and two Harvard 
aircraft, led by Squadron Leader Glen Coy RAAF was 
followed by an Address, the recitation of the Ode and 
the laying of wreaths at the Eternal Flame; there was 
a procession to the Shelter of Peace on Birdwood
Avenue for speeches and additional laying of 
wreaths. The national anthems of Malta Australia and 
the United Kingdom, were followed by the reading of 
the Ode to the Fallen. One minute silence was 
observed between the Last Post and the Rouse.
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Catafalque Party and Guard bearing flags of Australia, Malta and the 

United Kingdom, together with those of the three services ðRAN, RAAF 

and the ADF.



The 74th Anniversary commemoration was well 
attended by a large group of invitees including 
members of the Victorian Priory, Order of Saint John 
of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller Australasia, and a 
crowd of very interested members of the public 
including many Maltese Australians. 
The MC for the proceedings was Squadron Leader 
John Delia. Laying of the wreaths was undertaken 
by a number of Dignitaries, including:
Mr Victor Grech, Consul General for Malta, Victoria
Warrant Officer Brendan Woodsell, Shipõs Warrant 
Officer, representing Captain Stephen Bowater, 
RAN, Commanding Officer of HMAS Cerberus, 
Brigadier Simon Welsh, representing the Senior Army 
Area Representative of Victoria, Wing Commander 
Nigel Leurs, Commanding Officer No. 21 (City of 
Melbourne) Squadron, RAAF, David Cunningham, 
Director Operations Support, Dept Veteran Affairs, 
Lieutenant Commander Chris Le Marshal RAN (Res), 
Life Governor, Shrine of Remembrance, Mike 
OõMeara, Chairman Sir Edward ôWearyõ Dunlop 
Medical Research Foundation, Capt. Ian French, 
Master, Company of Master Mariners Vic

George Portelli representing the Bank of Valletta,
Serving Brother Ben Soler, who laid the traditional 
wreath of Malta symbolizing courage and peace.

Members of the Order of Saint John were also present, 
including; Our Prior, Dame Barbara Abley AM DJSJ
Br. Ben Soler, President of the Maltese Australia 
Association, and organizer of the function, Dame Anne 
Scott OAM DSJ  Priory Councillor and Melbourne Metro 
Leader,

Since 1935 the Shrine Guards have carried the responsibility 
of guarding the Shrine and the Eternal Flame 
below the Forecourt of the Shrine of Remembrance.
Melbourne, Victoria.



Chev Brig Geoff Christopherson AM, KSJ RL
Dame Leonie Christopherson AM DSJ
Chev Max Chester OAM KJSJ, who designed the Shelter 
of Peace Memorial
Chev Barry Hirt OAM KSJ representing the Tasmanian 
Commandery
Chev Rev. Dr. Mark Burton, OStj, KSJ
Chev Damian Noseda JP, KSJ

The Function included: Entry of Flags, carried by Army 

Cadets represent the Malta Garrison, Siege of Malta
Prayers for Peace by Legatee Graeme Plumridge ,
Royal Warrant of the George Cross to Malta, Warrant 
Officer Brendan Woodsell , Malta United in Defense: 
WGCDR Nigel Leurs, CO 21SQN, City of Melbourne
Citation of the George Cross Award: Mike Pratt GC
Homage to Malta: in English by George Portelli , rep Bank 
of Valletta; In Maltese, Dr Sammut MD, President Maltese 

Literary Group,

Citation of Bronze Cross: Hon Michael Baden -Powell
Prayers: Chaplain Bruce Grey

The Function concluded with: The Last Post, with one 
minute silence and the Rouse, and the National 
Anthems of: Malta , Great Britain, and Australia ,

A delightful late morning tea in the Shrine of 
Remembrance completed a very pleasant occasion.

Ch. Max Chester OAM, KJSJ
Priory/Malta Association Liaison 

and Priory Councillor .

Dignitaries preparing to lay wreaths at the 
Shelter of Peace



Procession of Saint -Wivina , May 1st, 2016 

Priory of ST-ALEXANDER NEVSKY

Grand Priory of the BENELUX

At the invitation of the Prior of the priorate Alexander Nevsky, Louis Loossens, a number of brothers and sisters of our 
priorate took part in the procession of Saint Wivina . 
The biennial Wivina procession went out on May 1, 2016 in Grand -Bigard . The procession attracted, thanks to the good 
weather, a lot of people. 
The Holy Wivina , according to the stories founded a monastery in Grand -Bigard in 1143. That's why she gets every two 
years her own procession in which the Blessed Sacrament is carried and accompanied to the of chapel Saint -Wivina
near the forest. 
Some knights and ladies of both priorates accompanied the Holy Sacrament to the chapel at Saint -Wivina . There they 
followed a subdued celebration in the open air on the theme "pilgrimage in the Holy Year of 
Mercy " with prayers and songs. The procession was dissolved and a cordial and fraternal 
gathering of both priorates at the parish center at Grand -Bigard closed this sunny 
and beautiful afternoon. 

Gretel De Meyer, DGSJ,
Chancellor 
Low Countries Priory

At the invitation of the Prior of the priorate
Alexander Nevsky, Louis Loossens, a number of 
brothers and sisters of our priorate took part in the 
procession of Saint Wivina . 

The biennial Wivina procession went out on May 1, 
2016 in Grand -Bigard . 

The procession attracted, thanks to the good 
weather, a lot of people. 
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GENEROSITY OF THE KNIGHT

Generosity , générosité , Edelmut , edelmoedigheid : in different European languages 
words which point to a kind of aristocratic attitude are used to express the same 
fundamental virtue, the virtue of giving without restraint or afterthought. The Dutch 
and German words explicitly refer to the noble (ôedel õ) character of the virtuous 
person and his or her actions. The same is actually true with respect to the French 
and English expressions. In the fourteenth century the word ôgénéreux õ (from the 
latin genus) had the same meaning as ôde bonne raceõ, being of noble blood. In 
the seventeenth century the father of modernity, René Descartes, interprets the 
word in a revolutionary new way. 

Générosité becomes the characteristic of every individual who thinks and acts 
autonomously. Real nobility lies not in birth, but in proud autonomy: that is the new 
central meaning of ôgénérosité õ. Modern man is born. But what then is the link with 
generosity in the ordinary sense of the word? Well, it is precisely the autonomous 
individual who is capable of transcending himself through his own will, also in 
generosity and humanity towards others. The gentleman is born. Both in the old and 

in the new system, the basis of generosity is nobility; but now nobility is a character 
of everyman as gentleman and not only as a member of a certain group with 
privileges making acts of generosity possible.

Generosity is really a noble virtue . It is incompatible with giving in order to feel the pleasure of giving, although the pleasure
can be a byproduct . Giving for the sake of pleasure is actually using the other and the gift to the other for oneõsown grati -
fication ; so it is not genuine giving at all . Generosity is giving without expecting reciprocity or gratitude, although gratitude is
of course not rejected .

REFLEXIONS

on Generosity
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Generosity is a supererogatory virtue: it is doing more than what is oneõs moral duty. Generosity is doing more than what is 
strictly required: it is giving without restraint, òout of the fullness of oneõs heartó. It can even be giving where there isno
need in the other, simply to let the other participate in some richness one possesses, knowing that one was lucky oneself to 
have received it. It can be the giving of what is not ôusefulõ, the giving of respect and care even to those who do not even 
realize (any more) who they are .

What looks like generosity, may not be real generosity at all. It is questionable, for example, whether humanitarian aid 
originating in the empathizing reaction to the images of the misery of others seen on TV can be understood as real 
generosity. It rather looks like giving in order to feel good oneself. Instead of the left hand not knowing what the right ha nd 
gives, it looks like an attempt to break records of collective giving in competition with other groups or previous amounts of
donation.

The motto of the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller, is òpro fide, pro utilitate hominum ó. The aristocracy of 
the knights of the Order of Saint John is not the traditional aristocracy showing itself in symbols and in the display of wea lth
in the giving. It is  a ômodernõ aristocracy: an aristocracy of inner piety and dedication to Christ and his Church on the one 
hand, and of true generosity for the most needy on the other hand. 

Herman DE DIJN, CGSJ 

Prof, Em, 
Philosophy dept., 

Catholic University of Leuven (B),

The term ôutilitasõ in the motto of the Order should not be understood 
in a too utilitarian fashion. Of course, generosity may and must be 
turned towards the direct and urgent needs of others. But, as Mother 
Teresa has shown us, the highest generosity may be the generosity 
consisting in caring for the outcasts, especially the sick and the 
dying, or even in the gathering of dead bodies from the street and 
in respectfully burying or cremating them. In this connection, I can 
recommend reading the amazing novel of the Japanese Nobel 

Prize winner and catholic convert, Sushaku Endo: Deep River.
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CHARITY CONCERT, Antwerp ,

Prioratus Flandriae , BENELUX Priory

11 CENTURIES OF KNIGHTHOOD             11 CENTURIES OF MUSIC      11 CENTURIES OF MERCY

11

700 to 750 classical music lovers have 
continuously enjoyed  11 centuries of music 
history by listening to the music of leading 
composers from a relevant period.  Choral 
compositions from the 10th century, 

Monteverdi, Vivaldi, Handel, Bach, Mozart, 
Beethoven, Schubert, Fauré , Dvorak, 
Chopin to Gershwin and finally, Bernstein 
illustrated perfectly the walk through this 
very long music history.
Introduction by  òThe Antwerp Theban

Quartet ó , then Philippe Malfeyt and 
Didier François playing renaissance -
polyphonie by medieval instruments, 
the Theorbe and the Nyckelharpa . 
Soloists: 2 pianists, mother and 

daughter, Eliane Rodrigues & Nina 
Smeets, really beautiful and 
temperamental, Hendrickje Van 
Kerckhove soprano with a brilliant 
voice, bass baritone Wilfried Van den 
Brande , tenor Lars Piselé , a very good 
violinist Nadja Nevolovitsch and cellist 
Luc Tooten , Cantando Vocal Ensemble 
that sang beautiful songs from the 11th 
century, conducting by Luc Anthonis . 
The Antwerp Camerata Orchestra with 
the young and successful  rising 
conductor Dimitris Spouras ! The 
organist Nicolas De Troyer, played ,  
among others, the Toccata in D minor 
by J.S. Bach BVW 565 on this beautiful 
organ. 
Eliane Rodriguez, former laureate 

of the Queen Elisabeth Competi -
tion , got a well -deserved standing 

ovation. The interplay with her 
daughter was very nice and subtle.
The whole performance  was 
presented with brio by the well -
known presenter Kurt Van Eeghem , 
to follow daily on classic music  
radio Klara . 
Huge recording equipment with 

range  up to 6 meters and other 
cameras were definitely linked to 
displays, which have been 
prepared  in several places in the 
marvelous  St. -Paulus Church of 
Antwerp  to have a better  view on 
the stage .
At the entrance one could buy a 
"glossy" program book in A4 format 
with a capacity of 48 pages. for 
only 5.0 û, and modified to the 
finest detail : a taste of what was  
going to happen .



One could read forewords of the 
secretary of state, Dr. Elke Sleurs, Brother 
René Stockman, OSJ -Donate and 
Superior General of the Congregation of 

the Brothers of Charity on òMercy in 
everyday life", Rabbi Aaron Malinsky of 
the Jewish community of Antwerp 
òMercy in the Jewish faith ò, and the 
palmares of 60 dignitaries and important 
guests .
40.000 ûrevenueé
The  sponsors included the "Protective 

Committee " with Allianz BENELUX , BNP 
Paribas Fortis, BASF, DEME,  SKECHERS, 
TEAM ONE, the Port authority of Ant -
werp , all world class companies, and 
other sponsors. A full -page and detailed 
C.V. of all soloists, with addition of a 
page for the logo of the sponsors (22 in 
total), was a splendid information 
source . Finally, on top there was a gift of 
25.000 ûby the Secretary of State for 
fighting poverty, Mrs Dr. Elke Sleurs. With 
the yield of the concert  there was a 
donation of  5000 ûto DOMO and 5000 
ûto the non -profit organisation St. 
Vincentius a Paulo of the St.-Paulus 
parish.
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The Priory of Flanders donated, on top, 
a further û5,000 to DOMO. This is a  
non -profit organisation that is particu -
larly committed to the professional and 
individual support of disadvantaged 
families and children in Flanders . They 
have offices all over Flanders and still 
intend to grow !
So, there IS hope for the future ...

The entire concert can still be 
savoured at :
www.kansarmoedeconcert.be ð
overview.

Hugo MARTINET, KJSJ,
Chancellor , Prioratus
Flandriae


