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Greetings 

During the month of March. the Order noted with regret the passing of two 

eminent members. Both were invested into the Order of  Saint John at the 

same ceremony in 2003, and both have made an outstanding and enduring 

contribution to the wider community—nationally and internationally. 

You are invited to read their stories which are somewhat truncated, given the 

length of  their extraordinary service over many, many decades. 

Included in this edition is a poem written by Edgar Albert Guest (page 2). The 

intent will become obvious particularly after you have had time to read and 

digest the two profiles of our late members -  Chevalier John Alan Clarke 

Forbes OAM KGSJ   21.10.1941 – 07.03.2021 and  Chevalier Dr George Hen-

ry King Tippett AM KGSJ  1 September 1927 – 20 March 2021 .                                               

I would also encourage you to read the article about the Commemorative  Service of the 79th Anniversary 

of the Awarding of the George Cross to the People of Malta. A hardy band of members witnessed Chevalier 

Brigadier Dr Geoff Christopherson AM KGSJ  and Dame Leonie Christopherson AM CGSJ laying a wreath 

on behalf of the Victorian Priory. Inclement weather forced the ceremony indoors, to the Sanctuary deep 

within the Shrine of Remembrance. 

The Geelong Commandery held a very successful fund raiser for The Cottage By The Sea (Queenscliffe) .  

A competitive, but friendly sell out crowd of members and guests were ‘controlled’ by a professional invigila-

tor. A fuller report will appear in  a future edition of The HERALD.   

I draw your attention to the forthcoming Investiture on Saturday 5th June 2021 at Brighton’s St Andrews 

Anglican Church. The Order will be welcoming eight new members: Emeritus Professor John Murtagh AO, 

Dr Jill Murtagh, David Mann AM, Rena Burton LLM, Michael (Mike) Weber, Tim Worrall, Michael (Mike) 

Burrell, Simon Stevens at this Service. We will also be welcoming  Chevalier Joseph Coleiro KGSJ  

RAAFSR (formerly with the London based Order)  during the Service.   

Further into the HERALD, you will find additional information about the two Chapter Meetings which pre-

cede the Investiture on the 5th June 2021. It is incumbent upon all members to make every effort to attend 

these two Chapter meetings (Annual Meetings) and to be  witness to the presentation of  Reports from the 

Priory and the Grand Priory; and to attend the Investiture Service in support of the growth in membership of 

our Priory. Formal invitations will be circulated to all members and Aspirants very shortly. Please take care 

when completing the Reply sheet -  listing names of Guests, and when forwarding your remittances. Ensure 

that you have the correct banking details, and that you clearly identify your name as the payor. 

Yours in the Service of the Order of Saint John 

Barbara Abley AM GCSJ FACN 
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I'd like to think when life is done that I had filled a needed post.  

That here and there I'd paid my fare with more than idle talk and boast;  

That I had taken gifts divine.  

The breath of life and manhood fine, and tried to use them now and   

then in service for my fellow men. 
 

I'd hate to think when life is through that I had lived my round of years.  

A useless kind, that leaves behind no record in this vale of tears;  

That I had wasted all my days by treading only selfish ways,                                               

and that this world would be the same ,           

if it had never known my name. 
 

I'd like to think that here and there, when I am gone,  

there shall remain a happier spot                                                

that might have not existed had I toiled for gain;                                                                                                  

that someone's cheery voice and smile shall prove                                                                  

that I had been worthwhile;                                                                    

that I had paid with something fine my debt to God for life divine.  
 

by Edgar Albert Guest 

 

 

 

Pro Fide Pro Utilitate Hominum-For Faith for Service to Humanity  

  A REFLECTION TAKEN FROM THE WORDS OF    

              EDGAR ALBERT GUEST IN REMEMBRANCE OF                                                                                                            

TWO OF OUR DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS 

 CHEVALIER JOHN ALLAN CLARKE FORBES OAM  KGSJ 

CHEVALIER DR GEORGE HENRY KING  TIPPETT AM KGSJ 

BOTH INVESTED IN 2003. 
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VALÉ  Chevalier John Alan Clarke Forbes 

OAM KGSJ   21.10.1941 – 07.03.2021  

AUSTRALIAN sporting identity John Forbes died following a 
tragic accident at his farming property in Mitiamo. He is survived 
by his wife Faye, two sons and six grandchildren. 
 

John was invested into the Order of St John of Jerusalem, 
Knights Hospitaller in 2003 having been originally nominated by 
Bailiff Emeritus Chevalier Royce Pepin AM MBE OSJ. 
 

He was awarded an Order of Australia  Medal (an OAM) on 26th 
January, 2001 ‘For service to the community, particularly as a 
fundraiser for the Victoria Police Blue Ribbon Foundation’.  
 

John was born in Mitiamo in 1941 and moved to Bendigo later 
with his wife Faye. John was first and foremost a farmer,  who 
went on to be one of the most well-known and well respected 
people in world sport. 
 

In his lifetime, John met some of the world’s most famous sport-
ing athletes through his work as a national promotions manager for sportswear company Puma.       
 
His funeral was a private family service, but in the afternoon close to a thousand people gathered at Dower Park 
(Kangaroo Flat) to honour him. The Order was represented by several members including Bailiff Emeritus Royce Pep-
in AM MBE OSJ,  Chevalier Paul Wheelton AM KGSJ, and Aspirant David Mann AM (who was the MC).  

 
Many people from different parts of his life, spoke during the 
gathering including his youngest son Peter who spoke lovingly of 
his father, remembering his innate understanding of people and 
his ability to effortlessly develop a rapport with anyone, any-
where. 
 
Peter said his father was the last baby born at the local hospital, 
saying he loved Mitiamo and Mitiamo loved him.  He recalled his 
father teaching he and brother David to shoot, skin rabbits, drive 
the ute, mend fences and muster sheep. He recalled driving 
country roads with his father and brother, one son changing 
gears, one son steering.   "Despite the many adventures he had 
elsewhere, his heart was like a compass needle - it was always   
stuck true north, to Mitty," Peter said.   
 

Peter described his father as meeting the love of his life, Faye, at a dance at the Shamrock Hotel aged 21, marrying 
just six weeks later. Their love was enduring, as was his love of his family and grand children. He joked that his father 
was like a home entertainment system for his sons - a talented illustrator, with encyclopaedic knowledge, and a hu-
man jukebox. He said his Dad had a wicked sense of humour, and was an extraordinary storyteller. 
 
Other speakers including a former Australian 
cricketer, and Victoria Police Chief Commissioner 
who  paid tribute to Mr Forbes' selflessness and 
warmth of character. 
 
On the regional and local ‘front’, a close and long 
time friend, Ken Hynes remembered John Forbes 
playing for the Mitiamo Football Netball Club in 
his early 20s, saying he never lost touch with his 
love for the club. He recalled John bringing the 
greats of Australian sport to the Mitiamo club's 
fundraisers, in a town of just a few hundred. He 
said people gravitated naturally towards Mr 
Forbes, drawn by his big smile and warm disposi-
tion.  
 
"Forbesy just loved to bring the sporting elite to 
mix with country community people.”  He recalled 
Mr Forbes calling Bendigo Football League 
matches on radio, and conducting a Saturday 
morning sports shows. He made a personal connection with every sports person and every human being he ever 

met," he said. Mr Hynes also paid tribute to Faye, saying he (John) couldn't have achieved  everything in his life with-
out her wholehearted support.  
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Continues…..                             
[At left pictured with his wife Faye.]           
John Forbes’ remarkable energy and foresight in 
establishing the Blue Ribbon Foundation started 
with a moment he will never forget. He was just a 
young boy when his father suffered a stroke in his 
mid-40s and was bed ridden for two years. John  
recalls watching through a child's eyes many people 
come and go from the family home.  It had a power-
ful and lasting impression that the community includ-
ing local Police was right there by his family's side.  “ 
I thought to myself, if that's what sporting people are 
like, then I want to be one of them.” 
 
Victoria Police Chief Commissioner Shane Patton 
spoke about the debt the organisation owed to Mr 
Forbes, for establishing the Blue Ribbon Founda-
tion. Funds he raised in the wake of the Tynan and 
Eyre murders went to supporting police officers, the 
organisation behind which later became the founda-
tion. "It says everything about the man John, that 
while this tragedy was devastating to the whole  
community, it motivated John to take action."  

 
 Driven by his affection for local police who were kind to his disabled father, Forbes said he thought it was unjust that 
the families of officers killed in the line of duty were not compensated for their loss. “I started the Blue Ribbon Founda-
tion because the government refused to pay out two boys superannuation because they were single,’’ he said.  
 
“It was the lousiest argument of all time and we thought it was un-Australian and that they had to do better than that. 
“We waited for the big boys to move and no one would move, so we got the ‘sporties’ together and away we went. 
“The first thing we ran was a basketball game. We (Puma) looked after the Australian basketball team at the time and 
they all came down for nothing and we made $80,000. 
 
The union for Victorian Police, the Police Association of Victoria, described him as a “loyal and passionate friend of 
the Victorian policing community over many decades”.  Long-running ABC Radio football program The Coodabeen 
Champions took to Twitter to describe Mr Forbes as “one of a kind and a great Australian”.  Another speaker, former 
Australian cricketer Darren Berry thanked John for taking himself and other young sportspeople under his wing, say-
ing he always cared for them whatever the circumstances. He described him as like a second father to himself. 
Mr Berry said he was the most selfless and giving man he had ever met, saying it was hard to put into words the ef-
fect he had. He remembered handwritten letters in good times and bad, saying John Forbes was always caring for 
someone else.      

  

A casual meeting between John and Olympic gold medallist Herb Elliott in the 1980s was the start of his career at 
sports company Puma.  Herb told John that if he were to ever move to Melbourne, he would employ him at Puma, 
and, the rest has become sporting history.  From there, his association with national and international sporting leg-
ends began. Forbes’ country-boy charm, people-before-profit attitude and ability to spot talent made him a success. 
His willingness to stick with young sportspeople to help them reach their goals was something they treasured.   He 
has helped hundreds of sports men and women get a start, and they have never forgotten him for it: Linford Christie, 
Serena Williams, Boris Becker, Moses Kiptanui and the entire South African and Indian cricket teams. Interestingly,   
John Forbes related the night he and Faye received a knock at the farmhouse door, and on opening the door was 
surprised to see the entire Indian Test Cricket Team on his doorstep. 
 
The Australian list is 10-times as long: Merv 
Hughes, Herb Elliott, Adam Gilchrist, Shane 
Warne, Glenn McGrath, Mark Taylor, Jason Dun-
stall, Tony Lockett, Sharelle McMahon, Mal Menin-
ga, Cliff Young, Paul Trimboli, Larry Sengstock, 
Russell Marks, Neil Roberts, Shane Healy, Alan 
Jeans ……. the list goes on and on.  
 

John believed that relationships in your life are the 
most important thing because money is only part of 
it and your relationships go forever. “A bloke said 
to me once ‘you can judge a man by the way he 
treats his waiter’ and it’s very true.  
 
”Forbes’ philosophy worked, with the likes of Merv 
Hughes, Adam Gilchrist, Shane Warne and Mark 
Taylor among the many who not only stuck by the 
Puma brand, but stuck by their mate, too. “Merv 
Hughes was a good example. “  THE VICTORIAN PRIORY HERALD  EDITION  55: APRIL 2021  Page 4 



 

 

Continues…...When Merv was 18, he didn’t have any 
boots, so I gave him some boots and as he evolved 
into a test player of note on the national and interna-
tional scene, Nike came with a big offer, which was 
worth a lot more – he got offered an absolute fortune. 
John said that Merv  was not a wealthy man and  yet 
his response to Nike was”‘where were you when I 
was 18 and had no boots?’ and he stayed with us, it 
was that simple.   
 
John still went to training at the Mitiamo Football Net-
ball Club every Thursday, to eat dinner with players, 
and attend  every Saturday game. He is remembered 
for his amazing fundraising, which spanned every-
thing from one of the first MRIs in a Victorian hospi-
tal, to an annual lunch for the Echuca hospital.  
 
John retired from  Puma after he was diagnosed with 
both Parkinson's disease and cancer in the same month. He was very sad when he became too ill to carry on, but 
was so grateful to have worked there, as it was the most wonderful company to be a part of. 
 
One of the most prominent sports featured at the Rochester Sports Museum is cricket, with Forbes rubbing shoulders 
with some true greats over the years. Among the collection is a signed photograph of Mark Taylor from when he 
scored a world record 334 not out in Pakistan, as well as the autograph of Sir Donald Bradman. The test match wicket
-keeping gloves of Adam Gilchrist also take pride of place. "He was the greatest bloke that Puma ever sponsored," 
John said of Gilchrist. "He had everything, he was a gentleman who thought of others first and was a great role mod-
el." 
 
When the World Series Cricket tour of Australia 
was held in 1977, John was given autographs of 
the Clive Lloyd-captained West Indian team, the 
Australian team led by Ian Chappell and the world 
team under Tony Greig. One of John's most 
memorable items of the collection is a stump from 
the 2011 John Forbes 20/20 tribute match held at 
Dower Park in Kangaroo Flat. The match featured 
several Australian players such as Shane Warne 
and Gilchrist, but was washed out after only a few 
overs. 
 

Growing up in Victoria, it was inevitable that Aus-
tralian Rules football would play an integral part in 
John's life. The Museum in the old Rochester 
Railway Station displays pictures of all the Brown-
low medallists whom he signed to Puma, includ-
ing John Platten, Michael Voss, Robert Di 
Pierdomenico, Robert Harvey, Tony Lockett, Shane Crawford, Chris Judd, Adam Goodes, Paul Kelly, Ben Cousins, 
Shane Woewodin and Simon Black.  http://www.rochester.org.au/things/rochester-sports-museum/      

 

There are also several AFL jumpers worn by many of the sport's greatest players and rugby and soccer kits from 
across the globe.  Memorabilia of several country Victorian sporting identities are also on show. Above with   Bendigo-
born Australian netball captain Sharelle McMahon'. Her  tunic and a blazer from the 1998 Kuala Lumpur Common-

wealth Games, where the team won 
gold, are exhibited. Sharelle and 
John Forbes shared an enduring 
friendship – both being ‘locals’.   
 
“A life well lived, a community 

well served” 

ACKNOWLEWDGEMENTS                         

Bailiff Emeritus Royce Pepin                        

AM MBE OSJ                                                                                                 

Extracts and references from the 

Bendigo Advertiser ;                                

The Melbourne Age 

The Rochester Sports Museum 
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VALÉ 
CHEVALIER DR GEORGE HENRY KING TIPPETT AM KGSJ                                                 

1 SEPTEMBER 1927 – 20 MARCH 2021  

A REMARKABLE LIFE OF SERVICE 
Chevalier Dr George  

Tippett is survived by 

his wife Naomi, friends 

since they were 14. 

Together they shared 

seven children and 50 

years of marriage. A 

“serious” anaesthetist 

is what George la-

belled himself. He also 

mentioned a few times 

that he was not a man 

with “ambition” but ra-

ther someone who had 

the flexibility and confidence to say “yes” to a challenge 

or a project that he deemed  important 

From Caulfield North State School and with the assis-

tance of a school scholarship, George became a Board-

er at the Geelong College from 1937 to 1944, where he 

excelled at rowing, participating in the 1944 Head of the 

River. This is where he met a fellow student, John Ur-

bahns who in later life, duly “recruited” him into Rotary 

with a “You must join Rotary!”. George was inducted in 

1981  into the Rotary Club of Melbourne and John Ur-

bahns served as President in 1988-89.  

George attended Melbourne University, first studying 

Metallurgical Engineering, then transferred to Medicine 

after winning a Queen’s College Scholarship. He worked 

as a GP in Darwin and became aware of his passion for 

anaesthetics.  

Incidentally, George thought this “passion” might have 

commenced in the tropics of Darwin because the Oper-

ating Theatre required constant air conditioning! Accom-

panied by his wife, Naomi and their two children, George 

spent a few years in Alice Springs as Medical Officer in 

charge of the new Commonwealth Department of Health 

Aerial Medical Service.  

He experienced wide demands of medical service in the 

Territory and this again led to an interest in anaesthet-

ics. Also, as Medical Officer for native health, George 

witnessed firsthand the special needs and welfare of 

disadvantaged communities. Later, armed with four 

years practising General Medicine in Leichardt, NSW, 

George pursued further study in London and made the 

decision to become a “serious” Anaesthesiologist.  

He was duly awarded a Clinical Fellowship in Anaesthe-

siology at the American University in Beirut. At that time, 

Lebanon was the home of the highly respected  Ameri-

can  University of Beirut  which offered the most accredited 

studies in Anaesthesia.  

After completing the first segment of his studies, 

George spent time again practising in London before 

completing his final studies back in Beirut. This study 

time coincided with the 6 Day War in 1967.  

George returned to Australia as a qualified Anaesthesi-

ologist in 1969 and it was in Dandenong, with a col-

league, he founded Dandenong Anaesthetic Group 

and developed Australia’s first registered and accredit-

ed Free Standing Ambulatory Day Surgical Facility, 

firstly for the NSW State Government, and then for the 

private sector. This Centre “challenged” the strict pro-

cedures of all public hospital/doctor relationships with 

George “pioneering” the concept that not all operations 

required a patient’s lengthy stay in hospital.  

Operations performed under anaesthetics at the Dan-

denong Anaesthetist Day Centre saw an improvement 

both in quality, performance and much shorter recu-

peration. George described the Centre as looking like 

the Foreign Legion with fully accredited clinicians from 

Singapore, Malaysia, Wales, UK and Yugoslavia join-

ing him in creating this specifically designed and built 

ambulatory surgical facility in Melbourne.  

During that time, anaesthetics’ development was im-

proving and the use of “non explosive” anaesthetic 

gases and modern scientific measuring devices were 

being applied. Consequently, patients did not have to 

attend a traditional hospital. They could enter the Day 

Centre as an “Out Patient” for dental work, Endosco-

pies, Colonoscopies, Plastic Surgery, eye surgery et 

al. Previously, eye surgery required a major operation 

with full anaesthetic and 3 days in hospital. The Day 

Centre, only required a light anaesthetic for 15 minutes 

surgery and the patient able to leave the Centre the 

same day.  

These Centres continue today thanks to the legacy of 

Dr George Tippett. I asked George about Rotary in his 

life and what it meant to him, what Projects he was 

passionate about? This led to my getting “just a sur-

face scratching” of George’s contribution to Rotary 

International.  
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continued from previous page                                           

He spoke of being “proud of what I learnt myself” and 

that what you were often asked to do and what help was 

often thought to be a priority, was often not what was 

actually needed. An example of this: Children and the 

poor education of parents and community in Third World 

countries. Pregnant women were taught by their elders to 

“diet” during pregnancy so that the baby’s head would be 

of a small size, creating an easy delivery. The woman 

could then return immediately to work. The baby would 

not be breast fed but fed rice water so that the infant 

could be cared for by a nonworking person.  

Also, George learnt that “pressure” exerted on the young-

er woman by the older females resulted in no vaccination 

and necessary ante natal care of the young woman. A 

Project then evolved whereby over time, communities 

were educated and a system of complimentary health 

was introduced. This Project was highly successful as 

George experimented with ways of the community want-

ing and agreeing to accept new practises for better 

health.  

This was achieved by “record keeping”. George de-

scribed how the local people and children actually en-

joyed the collection of data and consequently showed 

great pride in “recording” everyday life and health statis-

tics (eg. Identifying and efficient removal of dirty water, 

dirty nappies etc.) thus improving health care and sup-

port for each other. George quoted that the 25% vaccina-

tion rate increased to communities having a 90% vac-

cination rate! As we sat at George’s desk, he produced a 

pictorial history of the many Projects he immersed him-

self as a Rotarian and skilled clinician.  

So many photographs displaying villages, families and 

children from China, North and South Vietnam, Thailand, 

Philippines, Lebanon, Wales, Borneo, Ambon and the 

Northern Territory. All being supported and tended with 

love, compassion and dignity. Another Project George 

described, was creating primary dental care in northern 

India/Tibet orphanages. This was also the beginning of 

a lifelong friendship with Rotary’s esteemed Keith Bri-

erley. George affectionately called Keith “old Scrooge” 

as he conveyed how Keith ensured every cent was 

accounted for whilst advising and working on many 

Rotary Projects together. A Rotary Project for the im-

provement of dental health of the disadvantaged in 

Thailand was born.  

With $30,000 to allocate to dental health and the ex-

ceptional generosity of volunteer dentists, nurses and 

assistants, it was decided that instead of “lugging” ex-

pensive dental equipment around and spending time 

and money on a relative small number of adolescent 

mouths, $30,000 could improve the lives of hundreds of 

young people by simple dental hygiene education, 

cleaning and periodontics. George’s albums contained 

photographs of 250     Monks from southern Indian 

monasteries who were invited to be tested for possible 

stomach ulcers, Helicobacter pylori bacteria and can-

cer. He was honoured by the club as a Paul Harris Fel-

low in 1991 for his major contributions to health pro-

grams in India, Cambodia, Thailand and  Vietnam and 

a Sapphire in 2004. 

 He was awarded the Vocational Service Award in 

1993 for his continued work in Vietnam and Thailand; 

and with the backing of the World Health Organisation 

and Oxfam establishing control programs against para-

sites affecting humans and dental health preventative 

programs. He worked far and wide in Asia and across 

many disciplines and his projects and achievements 

are far too numerous to cover here.  

Always to the fore was his concern that he could 

achieve long term sustainable improvement for the dis-

advantaged and marginalized. His most treasured 

award however was the Rotary International Service 

Above Self Award 1993-94.  
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Chevalier Dr George Tippett AM KGSJ                                                               

Rotary lnternational Service Above Self                    

Awarded 1993-94 

 

He said on the announcement of this prestigious award: 

“This is the most heart-warming award.  It means that the most senior of one’s 

colleagues have recognised your response to a challenge. 

In our case primary dental care for the children in the Tibetan refugee camp in 

North India was followed by internationally significant research on Helicobacter 

and stomach ulcers in the monasteries of South India and worms in the children of 

Vietnam and the effect on their growth and cognitive development.  Treatment 

was dramatically successful. 

In Thailand we learnt as much as we taught in public dental health. 

Finally we participated in the development of education programs in schools in Indonesia which demonstrated the ef-

fect on community compliance with public health advice and dramatic measurable improvement in vaccination rate 

and antenatal care. 

The greatest satisfaction to me was to observe the progressive enlightenment of all the participants especially the Ro-

tarians, not only here but also where we worked, as they came to understand the parameters of the problems we were 

addressing and the support they so willing gave.” 

“The program is still running in North India with a new leader and Rotarian Jamie Robertson, my original partner, is in 

Vietnam, teaching and group managing as I speak.” 

 

 

 

       Rotary International           

  Service Above Self Award                           

 G.H.K. (George) Tippett AM (1993/1994) 

As Rotary’s highest honour for individual Rotarians, this award recognizes up 

to 150 Rotarians chosen from around the World annually who have demon-

strated exemplary humanitarian service, with an emphasis on personal volun-

teer      efforts and active involvement in helping others through Rotary. 

In 1996 George was awarded the Weary Dunlop Asia Medal for distinguished 

achievement in enhancing Australia’s relations with Asia and was appointed as a 

Member of the Order of Australia (AM) for service to international relations in the field 

of medicine. George did not say he was a man with “ambition”, but rather someone 

who had the flexibility and confidence to say “yes”. Up until his death, George was an 

eminent member of the Rotary Club of Melbourne, and he has been described as 

esteemed, and yet as it applies to George. It is a pathetic understatement. His profes-

sional and Rotary achievements are momentous and his legacy will be with us forev-

er.  The Medal is pictured at left. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS                                                                                                                                     

Excerpt: www.anesthesiology.aub.edu.lb/story.html)                                          

Interview by: Dorothy  Gilmour 

and references from the Rotary Club of Melbourne Bulletins 
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A hardy and resolute group of members of the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller Victorian 
Priory  joined Brother Ben Soler SBSJ and   members of the Maltese Australia Association, and many other 
dignitaries at the annual wreath laying ceremony to honour the service and sacrifice of those besieged on Malta 
during the Second World War.  King George  VI on 15 April 1942, announced that he had awarded the  
George Cross to the people of Malta.   
 

This award is considered the highest award for bravery available to civilians. The Commemoration Service and 
Wreath laying was held within the Sanctuary of the Shrine on Sunday 11 April 2021 due to inclement weather 
which precluded the usual March and wreath laying at the adjacent  Peace Memorial.  
 

Due to Covid restrictions in place at the Shrine, a limited number of people were  allowed to bear witness in the 
Sanctuary,  with the remainder watching a live stream in the Visitors    Centre. 
  

Chevalier Brigadier Dr Geoff Christopherson AM KGSJ and Dame Leonie Christopherson AM CGSJ laid a 
wreath on behalf of the Victorian Priory .     Brother Ben Soler SBSJ (President of the Maltese Australia                          
Association) laid a sheaf of the traditional Mediterranean Olive Tree foliage. 
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79TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE AWARDING                                                                                 

OF THE GEORGE CROSS TO THE PEOPLE OF MALTA 
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Above: In the Shrine of Melbourne Sanctuary before the Service:  Chevalier Brigadier Dr 

Geoff Christopherson AM KGSJ and Dame Leonie Christopherson AM CGSJ ;                                                                                     

At the rear:  The Honourable Lord Michael Baden-Powell 

11 April 2021 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Members in attendance included: L-R Prior Dame Barbara Abley AM GCSJ,   Dames Leonie Christopherson 

AM CGSJ, Maureen Gatt DSJ,  Chevalier Brigadier Dr Geoff Christopherson AM KGSJ , Chevaliers Barry Abley GCSJ,  

Vincent Gatt CGSJ and Fred  Harrington OAM KSJ. Others who attended, but not in photograph:  Chevaliers Da-

mien Noseda CGSJ and Paul Wheelton AM KGSJ. 

Below left:  Service underway.  Below right: Serving Brother Ben Soler SBSJ, President, Maltese Australia Associa-

tion  delivering the Welcome and Introductions. 
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL CHAPTER MEETING 
 

Members and Aspirants  
are respectfully requested to attend the 

 
2021 ANNUAL CHAPTER MEETING OF THE VICTORIAN PRIORY 

 
to be held at St Andrew’s Anglican Church Halls,                                                                                        

228 New Street, Brighton, 3186 

on Saturday, June 5th 2021  at 9.45am sharp  
 

to be followed by the  
Grand Priory Annual Chapter Meeting  

 
and the 

Investiture Service of two Dames and six Knights at 11am. 
 

The Investiture Celebratory Luncheon                                                                                                   
will follow in the Gala Room, at the Brighton Savoy 

150 Esplanade, Brighton. 
 

Documentation pertaining to the Annual Chapter Meeting, and Luncheon Invitations and relat-
ed information will be issued early May  2021. 

 

  

ORDER OF SAINT JOHN OF JERUSALEM 

KNIGHTS HOSPITALLER-AUSTRALASIA 
Under the Constitution given by His Late Majesty King Peter II of Yugoslavia 

Lieutenant Grand Master O.S.J. Malta H.E. Bailiff Paul Borg OSJ 
  

PRIORY OF VICTORIA 
Commanderies of Geelong & Ballarat, 

Gippsland Peninsula Group, Melbourne Metro Group                                                           

Members in New Zealand, Sydney &  Indonesia. 
Pro Fide Pro Utilitate Hominum ― For Faith for Service to Humanity 

ABN 16 004 656 964 
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Pro Fide Pro Utilitate Hominum-For Faith for Service to Humanity  

 
 
 

VICTORIAN PRIORY ANNUAL CHAPTER MEETING AGENDA 
 
 

1. Call to Order and introduction of the Prior 
2. Opening Prayer 

3. Introduction of any Dignitaries and Visitors  
4. Introduction of Aspirants 

5. Confirmation that those in attendance have been registered 
6. Acceptance of Apologies and Proxies 

    7. Confirmation of the Minutes of the last Annual Chapter meeting                                                    
       (14 November 2020) by ZOOM 

8.  Presentation of the Victorian Priory Annual Report                                                                                       
(1 July 2020 – 5 June 2021)  

9.  Review and consider Victorian Priory’s Financial Reports 
10. Priory Administrative Council Members 2021/2022 

13. General Business 
14. Closure of 2021 Priory Chapter Meeting 

 
 
 

Chevalier Alex Anderson OAM JP CGSJ 
Victorian Priory Secretary   
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