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A Service of Investiture and Thanksgiving                                                                                                  
The Parish Church of St. Andrews, Brighton on Saturday 27 February 2021 at 10.00am  

Newly Invested members 

Front Row L-R  Chevalier Ted Stephens KSJ , Dame Judith Stephens DSJ, Chevalier Reverend Chaplain 
Soma KSJ, Chevalier Associate Professor Sajeev Koshy OAM KSJ, Dame Cheryl Lacey DSJ,                                              

Chevalier John Caruana KSJ and  Chevalier Reverend Graham Reynolds KSJ   

Pro Fide Pro Utilitate Hominum - For Faith For Service to Humanity  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When offering a toast to the Order, it is customary to offer historical insights. This 
is especially useful for new members. Such insights have been eloquently deliv-
ered by those assigned to give the toast before me. Of course, our own Dame 
Mary Lewis OAM, has written a helpful local history.  

Any organization that boasts c900 years’ history has resilience and the capacity 
to adapt to changing times. Therefore, I would like to offer a contemporary toast.  

 Christian 

The first part of the Order’s motto is Pro fide: for faith. The Order was formed be-
cause Christian faith was under attack. Today the Christian faith is again having to defend itself in a deeply 
secular Western culture. The Order seeks to profess and promote, the Christian faith. 

International 

In a day of militant nationalism, it is good to belong to something international. To celebrate our connected-
ness throughout God’s good earth. We belong to something far greater than nationalism (even Australian 
nationalism). As Christians, we must remember our ultimate citizenship is in the Kingdom of God. Those in 
other lands are our sisters and brothers.  

Ecumenical 

The Order began within the Catholic church and after the Reformation also embraced other Christian com-
munities. As a Protestant minister, I thank God for the gift the Catholic church has bequeathed to us all, not 
only through the Order but also in deep Catholic spirituality. In an age of widespread ecclesiastical tribal-
ism, every demonstration of ecumenism is to be celebrated.  

Lay 

The Knights Hospitaller is a lay order, not an ecclesiastical order. This is a significant and constructive affir-
mation of the ministry of the whole people of God. Clergy belong, but constitutionally, they can never run 
the Order – and this is something to celebrate. 

Inclusive of men and women 

In the eighties and nineties Rotary and even golf clubs debated the pros and cons of opening their mem-
bership to women. This very ancient Order is open to and inclusive of both men and women, an indication 
of its adaptability and sensibility. 

Charitable 

The second part of the Order’s motto is Pro utilitate hominum: for humanity. That is, the Order exists for 
those beyond its membership. We exist for those beyond ourselves. We must always “Stir one another up 
to love and good works”, as the good Book says. In a culture torn apart by economic forces, chivalry and its 
attendant virtue of charity, are greatly needed.  

Meeting people we may not otherwise meet 

I often reflect on the talents, skill sets, networks and extraordinary commitments and achievements of mem-
bers of this Order. Listening to members’ introductions often leave me in awe of their quality. Were it not for 
the Order I might never have met many of you and I think we are all enriched by knowing each other. 

So, 1. Christian 2. international 3. ecumenical 4. lay 5. inclusive of men and women 6. Charitable, and 7. an 
order where we meet people we may not otherwise meet.   

These qualities have given the Order the resilience and adaptability it has needed over c900 years. So, I 
offer this seven-point toast and I invite you to stand and salute the Order of St John of Jerusalem – Knights 
Hospitaller. 

 

Written by Chevalier Reverend Dr. Kevin Yelverton KJSJ                                                                                                                 
Victorian Priory Chaplain                                                                                                                                                   
Delivered at the Celebratory Luncheon following the Investiture Service 27 February 2021 

 

 

A NEW AGE TOAST TO THE ORDER 
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THE BRIGHT HOPE OF EASTER 
 

Darkness was not the end – Easter Sunday: a day of hope 
After he died, Jesus was taken down from the cross and his body was placed in a dark tomb. It 
was sealed up and guarded from the outside. All of Saturday, Jesus’ followers lived in a shadow 
of darkness, confusion and grief. 
 

But Jesus is “The Light [that] shines in the darkness” (John 1:5, NLV). The darkness of Good     
Friday did not overcome the light of God. Because there was a resurrection. 
 
Jesus brought hope and light into the darkness of his death by rising again on the third day – 
Easter Sunday. 
 

The Bible says in the first light of day some women went to Jesus’ tomb. There, they found an 
angel gleaming brightly: “His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as 
snow” (Matthew 28:1–4). The light of this event is a deep contrast to the darkness of the                          
previous days. 
 

Jesus’ resurrection is a declaration of his light that can shine brightly into our dark places as 
well. Whether it is sickness, financial hardship, family crisis or loneliness – Jesus gives us hope. 
 
Jesus says, “I am the Light of the World. Anyone who follows me will never walk in darkness. 
They will have that light. They will have life” (John 8:12, NIRV). 
 
Jesus shines brighter than any heartache or crisis we face. He doesn’t promise to take away our 
darkness – after all, the pain Jesus experienced would always remain. But he does promise to be 
the guiding light in that darkness. The hope and light of Jesus shines brighter than any of our 
dark days. 
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The gathering on the front steps of St Andrews, Brighton at the 

conclusion of the Investiture Service  27/2/2012 

Above: The Quartet from Concordis Chamber Choir in the Organ Loft with organist Dr Calvin Bowman pictured above 
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Above: L-R:  Geelong Commander Dames Ro Thompson DJSJ, Vice Prior Jan Synot DJSJ, Grand Prior Chevalier Da-

vid Wilckens CJSJ, Victorian Prior Barbara Abley AM GCSJ,  Membership/Development Councillor, Chevalier Barry 

Abley GCSJ, Crucifer and Herald Dame Helen Trigg DJSJ, Deputy Grand Prior Chevalier Richard Trigg KJSJ 

(obscured),  Judge at Arms Chevalier John Stuart OAM KJSJ, Chevalier Rev. Ian Morrison KSJ (St Andrews Bright-

on), Grand Priory Prelate Chevalier The Rev. Canon David O’Neill KJSJ and Chevalier Rev. Dr Kevin Yelverton KJSJ.                                                                                                                      

Gonfaloniers: Chevalier Trevor Somerville KSJ (L) and Serving Sister Harriett Fennell SSSJ . 

Below: Gathered at the conclusion of the Investiture Service.                                                                                          

Front: Dame Gael Perry CGSJ, Vice Prior Dame Jan Synot DJSJ, Ballarat Commander Dame Val Sarah AM DJSJ, Vic-

torian Prior Dame Barbara Abley AM GCSJ FACN At rear: L-R: Chevaliers Brynton Fennell KGSJ, Wayne Myers 

OAM CGSJ, Chevalier Dr Phil Roberts OAM CGSJ 
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 Chevalier John Caruana 

KSJ 

 
John was sixteen years of age when he 
accompanied his family to Australia 
from Malta. 
 
Having later gained qualifications in 
area of Financial Services Management  

he spent 40 years in the automobile industry.  
 
John’s community service is centred on his Rotary member-
ship of 30 years. 
 
He has held the position of President and Secretary and club 
historian of the Rotary Club of Traralgon (Victoria) and a  
member of the District Committee. He was honoured with a 
Paul Harris Fellowship with three sapphire recognitions.  
 
A particular role held was as District 9820 Co-ordinator of the 
MUNA program. 
 
MUNA means Model United Nations Assembly 
 
MUNA was introduced to Australia in 1980 when Rotary clubs 
in NSW were invited to sponsor a team of two year’s 10-12 
students to represent a nominated country at an assembly 
modelled on the format and function of the United Nations.  
 
By 1995 five Australian students were sponsored to participate 
in the MUNA conducted by the Rotary Club of San Francisco, 
as part of the Rotary-United Nations Presidential Conference 
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the United Nations. 
 
Before the debate begins, the sponsor is required to learn a 
number of facts about the country he or she represents. The 
resolutions to be debated are selected from those actually 
debated by the UN, as well as a number of motions proposed 
by the teams.  
 
The debates replicate genuine UN debates, often with a fine 
flow of rhetoric, points of order, motions of dissent and bloc 
walkouts! John's Rotary District has supported many MUNA 
students.  
 
John enjoys photography and renovating older houses when 
time permits. 
 
“The Investiture was thoroughly enjoyed by John and his fami-
ly especially his Maltese mother. Although she could not follow 
much as she does not spark English,  she does understand a 
little bit, she said it reminded her of Investitures that she saw 
held in Malta at St John's Co- Cathedral in Valletta.”  
 

Please welcome Chevalier John Caruana KSJ. 

Chevalier Associate Pro-

fessor Sajeev Koshy OAM 

KSJ 

Sajeev undertook his secondary educa-
tion in Kerala, India and then completed 
his Bachelor of Dental Surgery degree 
while elected President of the Kerala 
Dental Students Association, and later 
President of the Kerala Dental Council, 

the statutory body for dental registration and regulation in the 
State of Kerala, with more than 20,000 registered dentists. 
 
In 1998 he immigrated to New Zealand where he graduated 
with a  Masters in Dental Surgery in Endodontics, and a 
MBA from the University of Otago. 
 
Upon arrival in Australia , Sajeev gained membership Royal 
Australian College of Dental Surgeons and the Australian Insti-
tute of Company Directors. 

 
As a Specialist Endodontist, he is Head of Endodontics at 
the Royal Dental Hospital Melbourne, Australia, which is also a 
tertiary teaching hospital. and also has roles as Director of Den-
tal services  with  other  Regional Health Services 
Sajeev has worked to assist refugees and asylum seekers, 
ATSI clients  with oral health care in Victoria. 
 

Sajeev has received the following awards for his work with pub-
lic dentistry in Australia 
 Recipient of the 2018 Times Now NRI of the Year which 

is India’s most distinctive award recognizing the out-
standing achievements of the Indian diaspora globally 

 Recipient of Victoria’s MultiCultural Awards for Excel-
lence in 2012 

 Recipient of Victoria’s first public oral health care awards 
in 2010 

 Recipient of the prestigious 2008 Dentistry Achievement 
Award of the Australian Dental Association , Victoria 

 Recipient of the Minister’s Award for the Most Outstand-
ing Health Care Team in Victoria 2007 

 

He has also worked abroad as a Rotary International dental 
volunteer with the UNHCR program in Hong Kong for Vietnam-
ese refugees, and with Kikuyu tribes in Kenya, Q'eqchi' Indians 
in Guatemala, and orphans in Colima, Mexico.  
He is now the Clinical Advisor for Smile High Foundation which 
supports volunteers in Nepal.  
 

He is a  former  Rotarian and Rotary Foundation alumni  and 
also a member of Freemasonry’s Diamond Valley Lodge and 
the Mar Thoma Syrian Church which traces its origin back to 
Saint Thomas.  
 

Please welcome Chevalier Associate Professor 
Sajeev Koshy OAM KSJ 

INTRODUCING OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 
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Introducing Dame Cheryl 

Lacey DSJ  

Cheryl Lacey is mother of two extraordi-
nary young ladies and a dedicated edu-
cationalist. Having gained a diploma and 
degree in education Cheryl embarked 
on what she calls a ‘horizontal career’, 
choosing to experience many vantage 
points from which to view education.  
Described as an ‘enlightened education-

alist’, she investigates landmark policies and practices and sug-
gests directions for change, including replacing the term disabil-
ity with diverse ability, and the introduction of teacher self-
employment, underpinned by Judeo/Christian values, fairness, 
equality and responsible freedom. 
Cheryl has authored a number of books, several hundred arti-
cles and works with parents, and professional educators, calling 
on them to make their voices heard in education-related discus-
sions.  
Of Cheryl’s 2019 book, ‘Marching Schools Forward’, Geoffrey 
Norman Blainey AC FAHA FASSA. states, “This stimulating 
discussion-book is studded with suggestions and proposed 
messages. One of the books messages is that the teacher is all 
important. The capable enthusiastic teacher is amongst the 
nation’s greatest assets.” 
One quote relevant to this assembly states, “Over the years, 
local churches might have lost some patrons but, … their value, 
in terms of supporting faith and education, and providing a safe 
place of assembly, must never be forgotten.” 
Of Cheryl’s 2017 book, ‘The Ultimate Parent Teacher Interview 
– A Guide for Parents, The Right Reverend and Honourable 
Peter Hollingworth ACE, OBE states that this book, “is a salu-
tary reminder that education is a lifelong learning experience for 
us all, even grandparents, and all who have witnessed and 
sometimes questioned, the rapid changes that have taken 
place in our lifetime.” 
Cheryl is the first member in the 100 years of the Rotary Club of 
Melbourne to serve as Vice-President for two consecutive years 
and is the recipient of the clubs Axle Award and the District 
9800 Royce Abbey Award. 
Cheryl has worked extensively in a voluntary capacity with Ro-
tary and a number of other organisations including School of 
Hard Knocks, Waverley Gymnastics Centre, Intercountry Adop-
tion Support, the Koala Kids Foundation and assisted in the re-
establishment of music programs for relinquished children in 
Thailand. Cheryl is also past Chair of the Women of Note - a 
professional women’s group supporting young women in 
Guides. 
She currently holds membership with Graduate House Mel-
bourne University, the Menzies Research, The Australian Col-
lege of Educators and the Institute of Public Affairs and is an 
alumni member of the Cranlana Foundation.  She also currently 
holds the position of Vice President with the Australian Ameri-
can Association. 
Cheryl’s educational philosophy and life view has been greatly 

influenced by her close relationship with treasured friends and 
mentors of Rotary, her work with the Board of Jewish Educa-
tion in the USA, as producer and presenter on Melbourne 
radio, as founding editor of the Australian Literacy Educator’s 
Association longest running publication – Practically Primary, 
and as owner/director of a long day care centre and kinder-
garten.  
Her dream is to be present should her two daughters meet 
their respective birth parents. 
 

Please welcome Dame Cheryl Lacey DSJ    
 

 

Introducing Chevalier 
Reverend Graham 

Reynolds KSJ. 

First Ordained in Gippsland Dio-
cese in 1975 and served in the Par-
ishes of: Bairnsdale, Traralgon, 

Trafalgar, Leongatha and Moe. 

He was deeply involved in Social 
Justice and Family Services in his 
time in Gippsland. In 1988 Graham 
was appointed to the Parish of Yar-
rawonga, and later Canon of Holy 

Trinity Cathedral, Wangaratta in 1991 and Chair of the Dioce-
san Social Responsibilities Committee. Involvement in State-
wide and National Social Justice Programmes continued until 

his retirement in 2012. 

In 1995 Graham was appointed Dean of St Alban’s Cathedral, 
Griffith in the Diocese of Riverina which included being Chair 
of The Murrumbidgee Rural Financial Counsellors Commit-
tee. This was during a time of a long drought and high inci-

dences of suicides amongst farmers. 

In 2002 Graham was appointed to the Parish of Box Hill in 
Melbourne. Not long after arriving there, there was an influx of 
South Sudanese Refugees in the area and St. Peter’s be-

came “their parish”.   

This was an enormous challenge in terms of providing them 
with all sorts of support, including E.S.L. classes, mentoring 
of students, engagement programmes to help assimilate the 
Sudanese within the Australian community. This led to his 
appointment as Archdeacon of Sudanese Communities to 
support and develop the work of the Church among these 

people. 

In 2009 Graham was appointed General Manager of Parish 
Partnerships and Community Development with Anglicare 
Victoria, which saw a further work in Social Justice and Wel-

fare advocacy together with supporting and developing new 

projects across the State. 

Please welcome to Chevalier Reverend Graham 
Reynolds KSJ 

INTRODUCING OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 
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 INTRODUCING OUR NEWEST MEMBERS              

Introducing Reverend                

Chaplain Soma KSJ 

Rev Chaplain was born and 
raised during the later years of 
the First Sudanese Civil War 
between the Islamic North and 
Christian South in Sudan.   
 
Before the beginning of the 
Second Sudanese Civil War, 
when Chaplain was approx.12 
years of age, his younger 

brother was abducted and not seen again despite 
Chaplain’s persistent and dangerous efforts to find 
him.  
 

Three years later, sustained by his faith, Chaplain 
commenced as a Sunday School Teacher, a youth 
leader and then a lay reader in the Presbyterian 
Church of Sudan.   
 
After completing his primary and secondary school, 
Chaplain was accepted to study Automotive Engi-
neering. Upon completion, Chaplain got married to 
his lovely wife Mary. Chaplain, subsequently, com-
menced a successful career for nine years in the 
government Automotive industry and non-
governmental organizations in Sudan.     
 
In his early twenties and having been a lay reader 
for several years, Chaplain accepted a nomination 
to fulfil the role of church minister, following the ar-
rest and a life-threatening physical attack on his in-
cumbent church minister.    
 
Chaplain was, subsequently, elected to lead his 
large church congregation.  Two years later, the Su-
dan government security arrested and tortured 
Chaplain following a pastoral visit to Norway, which 
was considered a predominant Christian country.  
 
With the help of the Church, Chaplain reached the 
heartbreaking decision to flee his homeland by him-
self painfully leaving his parents and young family 
behind. Chaplain travelled through the capital Khar-
toum before arriving in Uganda.   
 
It would be seven months before Chaplain was able 
to reunite with his wife and their four children. While 
in Uganda, Chaplain and his family were to endure 
the deprivations of a refugee camp for nearly two 
years.  
 
As Chaplain and his beloved parents were separat-
ed by war, it was to take 20 years before Chaplain 
was able to return and reunite with them in Uganda.  
 
 

Chaplain eventually obtained a visa to Australia 
being proposed by Mr David Lukudu, before the 
UNHCR process could eventuate. Mr Lukudu 
proudly attended Chaplain’s investiture.  
 
Upon immediate arrival in Melbourne, Chaplain 
volunteered to support the settlement of fellow ref-
ugees, whilst, integrating his own young family into 
the wider society.  
 
During this time, Chaplain completed his Robot 
training and commenced working as a Robotic 
Technician at Kozma Industries in Campbellfield.    
 
Thereafter, Chaplain became the first African Aus-
tralian South Sudanese accepted as a candidate 
for ordination in the Anglican Diocese of Mel-
bourne.  
 
After completing his Diploma in Ministry and Bach-
elor in Theology at Trinity College Theological 
School (Melbourne College of Divinity), he was 
ordained as a Deacon in February 2008, and eight 
months later ordained as a Priest in St Paul’s Ca-
thedral.   
 
After three years of Curacy, on 9th December, 
2011 Chaplain was appointed as the Priest-in-
charge and Vicar of the Anglican Parish of Foot-
scray.   
 
In June 2019, Chaplain and his church Council 
invited the Victorian Priory to conduct their Chap-
ter Meeting and Investiture at St John's Anglican 
Church.     
 
In addition to his parish ministry and pastoral re-
sponsibilities within the parish congregation, 
Chaplain continues to play a significant role assist-
ing the South Sudanese community in Melbourne.  
 
He  concedes there are issues with some young 
people from this community, and although some 
get into serious trouble, the way it is portrayed in 
the media marginalises the whole community, and 
some South Sudanese church leaders live with 
that pain in the churches.              
 
Chaplain provides pastoral care to these young 
people.   
 
Your continuous prayerful support is appreciated. 
 
Please welcome Chevalier Reverend 
Chaplain Soma KSJ 
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Introducing Chevalier Ed-
ward (Ted) Stephens  KSJ 

 

For seventy years Ted farmed 
near Shelford, which is about 
half way between Geelong and 
Ballarat.  If you think there 
would be little time for other 
pursuits you would be mistaken.   
 

For 25 years he was the Treas-
urer of the Presbyterian 
Church’s Moorabool Charge, 
Dioses for Anglicans and RCs, 

and a Church Elder for 25 years. 
 

For 60 years Ted was a Country Fire Authority vol-
unteer, a remarkable achievement. We can imagine 
the changes which occurred during that time-span.  
 

His association with the Royal Geelong Agricultural 
Society now exceeds 50 years, having been hon-
oured as a Life Councillor after 45 years. Currently 
he is a member of a committee charged with devel-
oping an Agricultural Equipment Museum (including 
older technology) within the bounds of the Royal 
Geelong Showgrounds. The Vintage Machinery 
Committee of the Royal Geelong Agricultural and 
Pastoral Society, is a community run collection. 
“Heritage objects create a lot of interest and we like 
to show the young people how things used to be 
done and allow the older ones who do remember, 
the opportunity to reminisce about the past.”  
 

The move from a very large property in the Western 
District to Geelong permitted Ted to devote more 
time to his other passion researching and writing the 
history of Western Victoria. He is a prolific author 
and highly respected researcher, deeply interested 
and involved in the early life and lives of  rural and 
regional  communities. Through his many interests, 
Ted captures the essence of the Australian spirit and 
records these experiences of farming families and 
their forebears in a most engaging and factual way. 
Many of his subjects have  had a continuing  influ-
ence on the development of  Victoria. 
 

He is a Heritage Advisor to the City of Greater Gee-
long Council, and in 2014 published “The Ormonds 
of Borriyalloak” the story of Hon Francis Ormond that 
great philanthropist and his family, which has been 
much acclaimed. Professor Rufus Black, Master of 
Ormond College stated that within Ted’s Book. “We 
get to hear Francis (Ormond) speaking about the 
institutions he helped found and cared so deeply 
about, Ormond College, The Working Men’s College 
now RMIT, The Gordon Institute (Geelong) and his 
project in creating the chair of Music at the University 
of Melbourne.” 
 

Please welcome                                     
Chevalier Edward (Ted) Stephens KSJ 

 

Introducing  Dame        

Judith Stephens DSJ 

Judith has been at the fore-

front of breaking down the 

barriers of obstruction and 

intimidation to those within 

the community who are vi-

sion impaired, to the extent 

that in 2001 she was named 

RSL ANZAC of the Year for 

the support of people with vision loss. 

Judith completed her Trained Primary Teaching 

Certificate at the Ballarat Teaches College and 

proceeded to teach at Newcombe PS when it first 

opened, later at Corio and Norlane, all of which 

were challenging, multi cultural communities.  

After her marriage to Ted, I suspect she was co-

erced into the position of Secretary of the 

Moorabool Presbyterian Church, which she held 

for 20 years. 

With the onset of Macular Degeneration, Judith 

began an association with Vision Australia as a 

vision loss support worker, having successfully 

completed a Diploma of Welfare . She studied at 

the Gordon TAFE. and worked with individuals, 

families and employers offering support and cop-

ing mechanisms for a range of visual impairments. 

After retirement, which she says is a fallacy, Judith 

volunteered on Vision Australia Radio 99.5 FM in 

Geelong for 7 years. She is fondly remembered, 

as one of the interviewers and her preparation and 

research prior to the interview taking place was 

exemplary.  Several Geelong members of the Or-

der have been interviewed on air by Judith, and 

are amazed by her research, knowledge and prob-

ing questions. 

Judith was a member of the Melbourne Eye and 

Ear Hospital Community Advisory Committee and 

the Macular Vision Loss Support Group in Gee-

long for 15 Years.  

She still had time to associate with Do-Care, the 

Country Women’s Association, No-Read Book 

Club, Probus, and the University of the Third Age. 

Please Welcome                                   
Dame Judith Stephens DSJ                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

INTRODUCING OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 
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PRIOR’S REPORT 
 

We are now well into 2021 and 
Easter is rapidly approaching.  In 
welcoming the new year,  we felt 
relief and hopefulness given the 
challenges of 2020. For the Victori-
an Priory Administrative Council, 
we saw it as a chance to continue 
our progress towards achieving 
our Priory’s long term goals. 
 
Thinking about the medium to 

long-term is a little easier even with the slow roll out of 
the Covid vaccine, in comparison to the current circum-
stances many of OSJ’s  International members [Northern 
Hemisphere] still face re the restrictions and constraints 
created by Covid 19.   
 

Of course Major fund raising is imperative in supporting 
the ‘hospitaller’ work of the Order – targeted fund raising 
to support chosen charities and foundations. This work 
has been severely impacted during 2020, but has not 
diminished the resolve of the Major Events Committee 
which has once again picked up the reins. You will be 
contacted shortly by Chevalier David Rew KSJ (Major 
Functions Chair)  to explain about the Priory’s plan to 
support Code 9 Foundation—the Professional First Re-
sponders and Triple 000 operators suffering from PTSD 
[and their family members].  I’m sure you will find that 
what has been planned, is an exciting, but simple and 
effective way in which we can all  assist.   
 
Please give serious thought to what has been proposed, 
and provide whatever assistance and support you are 
able to.  The Priory Council congratulates David Rew and 
all committee members for their diligence, extensive re-
search and collaboration with members of the Code 9 
Foundation, and First Responders, to formulate a very 
worthy and workable programme of support. 
 

The Geelong and Ballarat Commanderies continue to 
support their communities in financial terms and indeed 
are making real differences to assist the increasing num-
ber of service providers in need. The Geelong Command-
ery’s donation of $500 was matched dollar for dollar by 
the Victorian Priory Council, and a cheque for $1000 has 
assisted the stretched resources of the Meals Programme 
run by volunteers and the Christ Church Parish 
(Geelong) . Geelong’s fund raiser in April will see the Cot-
tage By The Sea as the latest beneficiary.  
 

This Queenscliffe based organisation (1890) through its 
long history, has provided short term care within a holi-
day environment for children in need. Over time, the 
circumstances of the children attending the Cottage has 
varied, from convalescing children, children affected by 
war, fire, famine, flood, or simply disadvantaged in key 
life areas.  
 

Details of Geelong’s Trivia Challenge [Sunday April 18 
2021] can be found on page 16 together with early de-
tails of the Ballarat Commandery’s Fundraising Event. 
This will be a Charity Performance for the Opening Night 
of BLOC’s Mamma Mia on Wednesday 12 May, 2021, at 
Her Majesty’s Theatre. The beneficiary will be Ballarat 
Hospice Care.  A selection of those agencies currently 
assisted by the Ballarat Commandery can also be found 
on page  13 . 
 
Our Victorian Priory Administrative Council will continue 

to meet via the Zoom platform until July, when we in-
tend reviewing these arrangements. The Commander-
ies are meeting face to face at local level, and by all ac-
counts are enjoying the experience. Zoom was such a 
handy tool, ensuring that contact was ongoing and 
communication kept intact, and may continue to be 
used to promote committee work, assist with inter-
views, and to encourage communication across our 
widespread membership. 
 

We congratulated Chevalier Alan Day KJSJ on reaching 
his 100th year. An incredible life and milestone.  We 
acknowledge with sadness the tragic passing of Cheva-
lier John Forbes OAM KGSJ. A full profile of John’s life 
will be published in a later edition of The Herald. 
 

In spite of the negative effects of the pandemic, our 
Priory continues to grow in strength and resolve. We 
invested seven new members (two dames and five 
knights) on the 27th February 2021 – and this was the 
third time lucky, with the previous dates having to be 
discarded due to unforeseen COVID 19 outbreaks. 
 

The Service was a wonderful time of worship and cele-
bration, conducted by Grand Prior Chevalier David 
Wilckens CJSJ and our Grand Priory Prelate Chevalier 
Reverend Cannon David O’Neill KJSJ assisted by the 
Priory Chaplain Chevalier Reverend Dr Kevin Yelverton 
KJSJ. The generosity of the Vicar of St Andrews Bright-
on (Chevalier Reverend Ian Morrison KSJ) was very 
much appreciated. The Service was blessed with the 
wonderful and professional Quartet from  Concordis 
Chamber Choir and Dr Calvin Bowman, the Organist. 
 

At the Celebratory Luncheon following the Investiture 
on the 27th February 2021, the Grand Prior, Chevalier 
David Wilckens CJSJ  took the opportunity to present 
Diplomas to the new Members, and to those who had 
received promotions in 2020; and insignias to several 
members, including Bailiff Peter Wiltshire OSJ CMSJ 
who received a special recognition from the Lieutenant 
Grand Master; and the promotion of the Prior, Dame 
Barbara Abley AM GCSJ and Chevalier Barry Abley 
GCSJ who were both elevated to Grand Cross of Justice.  
 

Profiles and photos of our newest members are to be 
found in this edition together with photos taken during/ 
post Service and Luncheon. I offer my thanks to those 
amongst you who kindly provided me with photographs 
for this edition. Very much appreciated! You will also 
read the excellent and enlightening “Toast to the Order” 
as was written and delivered by Chevalier Rev. Dr Kevin 
Yelverton KJSJ at the Luncheon;  
 

The Victorian Priory’s second Investiture this year will be 
held on June 19th 2021, which will be preceded by our 
Priory’s Annual Chapter Meeting, and the Grand Priory 
Chapter Meeting; followed by the Service of Investiture 
and the traditional Celebratory Luncheon.  We are ex-
pecting a further eight eminently worthy Aspirants to be 
invested into the Order. We will also welcome a London 
member who has made the decision to join the Malta 
Obedience Order. 
 

We thank the Grand Priory and the Grand Prior in par-
ticular for his ongoing support and leadership.                 
I offer my thanks to you all for your support in the con-
tinuance of  the work in the name of the Order of Saint 
John. 
 
Have a Blessed Easter. 
 
Barbara Abley AM GCSJ FACN 
Prior 
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Pictured at left: Chevalier Colonel (Rtd) Ken Northwood advis-

es;  “that on Friday 19th  February 2021 I was delighted to be 

able to take Chevalier Alan Day to the Darwin Defenders ser-

vice at the Shrine to commemorate the 79th anniversary of the 

beginning of the bombing of Darwin in 1942.  As current Pres-

ident of the Association (yes he is still President) and a week 

after his 100th birthday, Alan took part in the very short 

march without a walker or walking stick and read the Ode to-

wards the end of the service. Feted by almost all those pre-

sent, he read the Ode in a strong clear voice and thoroughly 

enjoyed his day. He has organised an Air Force Association tie 

for next year!” 

      CHEVALIER ALAN DAY KJSJ                                                                                                   

CELEBRATES HIS 100TH  BIRTHDAY 

Included amongst the many greeting cards, phone calls and visits to congratulate Chevalier Alan Day on achieving 

this wonderful milestone, were important and valued acknowledgements from the Order of Saint John; from the Lieu-

tenant Grand Master Paul Borg OSJ (Malta), kindly organised by Grand Prior Chevalier David Wilckens CJSJ, who also 

sent his own wishes together with a Certificate of Commendation (Pictured above), and special messages and cards 

from the Victorian Priory Administrative Council.  Alan also received greetings from Queen Elizabeth, the Australian 

Prime Minister, the Victorian Premier, and local members.   Our thanks are extended to Chevalier Ken for his kindness, and to 

our Priory Secretary Chevalier Alex Anderson OAM  JP CGSJ for his continued support and pastoral care of Alan.  
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   HISTORY ALIVE! 

Thirty members of the Order of Saint 
John’s Geelong Commandery including  
several from the Melbourne group re-
cently took a tour  experience “History Alive at the West Geelong 
Cemetery”    located off Minerva Road, Herne Hill. 

This tour of the cemetery included the history and layout of the 
cemetery and we toured some of the graves of notable people 
interred there and learned of their contribution to Geelong.   

In addition along the way we met some six suitably costumed 
actors beside selected graves who gave us a “first person” ac-
count of their lives.   

In this way we met Minna Ibbotson, whose father was the origi-
nal owner of The Heights (now in the hands of the National trust) 
and Spray Farm; the Straughan family that established the wool 
merchandising business; George Morrison the first principal of 
Geelong College; Fanny Brownbill who was one of the first fe-
male members of the Victorian Parliament;  Alexander Miller - a 
renowned philanthropist who established the Alexander Miller 
Homes,  and Louis Bandt – the designer of the first ute.   

We also visited the grave of King Billy (at left), the last survivor of 
the local aboriginal Barrabool tribe. Many long suffering wives 
were also mentioned who seemed to have large families, or who 
cared for their parents over many years.  

We were blessed with fine weather and later adjourned to a local hotel for lunch and an opportunity to 
see our fellow members face to face for the first time in over a year.   

Many thanks to Gayle Dougall and the Geelong Functions Committee for their organisation.  

Thanks to Geelong Commander Dame Ro Thompson DJSJ for the photographs and text. 

Continues over page 
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HARRIS 

  Rosa Eliza 12.1.1858  aged 9 MONTHS 

Daughter of William and Eliza 

(Macbeth )  

Memorial erected to commemorate the 

burial of Rosa Eliza Harris,  the first buri-

al at the Geelong West Public Cemetery. 

The funds for the erection of the                   

memorial were provided by public                    

donations and cemetery tours . 

Geelong Western Cemetery, Minerva Road, Geelong West 
The cemetery was originally established to service the burial needs of those living in the western part of Geelong, as well as 
the outlying areas of Fyansford, Batesford and those living and working on the Moorabool Viaduct. The first Sexton appoint-

ed was Mr. David Ricketts and the first burial took place on 12 January 1858 (see above right). The cemetery was known   
under various names during its history; New Cemetery, New General Cemetery, Herne Hill Cemetery, Newtown Cemetery.  

In the 1850’s Geelong West supported many of the poorer families of Geelong. Land was cheap and landowners could afford 
to erect mean dwellings and sell and rent them cheaply. As many families could not afford burial costs, the cemetery had a 
regulation where a family could have one month to pay for the cost of a grave and burial and failing to do so by this time, 

saw the grave revert to a “public” grave. The land set aside for Roman Catholic burials was not greatly used during the early 
years as the land was unconsecrated. 
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Above: Chevalier Graeme Kent  OAM KSJ which he shared 
with us during our Christmas social gathering: earlier that 
day he had received this pictorial message of thanks from 
the group of young people taking positive steps to improve 
life in Kathmandu in the capital of Nepal.    Although     
Graeme has not been able to conduct Volunteer work-
ing  groups to Nepal during lockdown, he was happy to 
offer our donation of $200 to these young people inform-
ing, educating and making the public aware of their con-
cerns about gender equality, COVID Health and Sanitisa-
tion, and Family Violence among others.                     
The message reads “Dharnyabaard’ – Thank You. 

Photograph taken by Sarah Morey. 

At right:  Chevalier Tony Reyntjes KSJ presented a cheque for $200 
to Andrew McCausland, Senior Manager for Early Intervention 
Services for Berry Street .   Tony reported that “Andrew was very 
pleased that OSJ had made the effort whilst not being able to fund-
raise effectively” (due to COVID).  This is the second year that we 
have supported Berry Street in their work with young disadvan-
taged students in our community.    

Above: A photo taken by  Rick Youssef of Dame Barbara Hughes 
OAM DGSJ presenting our cheque for $200 and a gift of books   to 
Carita Clancy, CEO of Ballarat Hospice Care, as part of  our ongoing 
support.   A little later, Chevalier Tony Reyntjes took a sizeable 
number of pre-loved books to the Hospice Charity Shop in Wen-
douree after our Christmas social gathering in garden of Dame Voi 
Williams OAM CGSJ. 

FUNDRAISING RECIPIENT 
After due research it was decided at our March Meeting to donate $500 to 
Eureka Mums, a volunteer-run not-for-profit organisation re-homing new and 
pre-loved babies’ and children’s goods and nursery equipment to families in 
need. These donations are distributed to families experiencing hardship in 
Ballarat and surrounding areas, through partnerships with local welfare agen-
cies and maternal and child health nurses. 
We hope that, by creating new community partnerships, the Order will be 
perceived as playing a modest but effective role in society.  

BALLARAT SHINES IN COVID TIMES 

Above: History in the making: Ballarat Sportsmen’s Club 60 year 
history author Chevalier Dr Phil Roberts OAM CGSJ, flanked by six 
time Ballarat Sportsperson of the Year ,Jarred Tallent (left) and 
former Olympian Steve Monaghetti at right. 
 
Prolific author and acclaimed Historian/ researcher of note, 
Chevalier Dr Phil Roberts OAM has launched his 19th book. It was  
a dual celebration to honour Ballarat Olympians, sporting identi-
ties  and the launch of Phil’s book covering 60 years of the history 
of the Sportsmen’s Club  1960-2020. Phil has already started on 
his next book.  
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VPAC MEETING SCHEDULE FOR REMAINDER OF 2021  
4pm Thursdays by Zoom until notified.  

May 20; July 15;   

September 16; November 18.     

 

VICTORIAN PRIOR ANNUAL CHAPTER MEETING   

Saturday 19 June 2021 

                2021 Victorian Priory Annual Chapter meeting  (Melbourne) 

Grand Priory Annual Chapter Meeting (Melbourne)  

 

MELBOURNE INVESTITURE 

SATURDAY 19TH June 2021 

St Andrews Anglican Church, Brighton 

Brighton Savoy 
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GEELONG COMMANDERY                                                          

MEETING SCHEDULE 2021                                

Thursdays:  May 27; July 29; Sept 30 ; Nov 25 

Meeting at All Saints Anglican Church, Noble Street, Newtown 

BALLARAT COMMANDERY                                          

MEETING SCHEDULE 2021  

Mondays:  Apr 12;   May 3;  Jun 7;  Jul 5;   

Aug 2;  Sep 6;  Oct 4; Nov 8 

Wed  Dec 8 

GIPPSLAND MORNINGTON PENINSULA GROUP 

2021 SCHEDULE  

CHECK WITH PRIORY SECRETARY CHEVALIER ALEX ANDERSON OAM JP CGSJ                                     

    M: 0415 886 000          



 

 

GEELONG’S TRIVIA AFTERNOON  

Sunday April 18   2021 1.30 pm until 3.30 pm at 

Christ Church Hall, Moorabool St Geelong 

Parking in adjacent Hay Market Carpark 

$20 per ticket ( includes afternoon tea )                                                                                                                    

All proceeds raised will support the work of Cottage by 

the Sea  (Queenscliffe)   

Contact Dame Gayle Dougall DGSJ   M: 0429679549  
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Cottage by the Sea offers young people inspiration, fun and opportunity through a number of tailored 
camp programs.  Whichever program children are involved in, they are encouraged to have fun, take 
risks and explore options in a safe and supportive environment. Click on the buttons below to learn 
more about each program.  During COVID-19 Restrictions, Cottage by the Sea has been offering Re-
mote Children’s Programs.  Cottage by the Sea programs receive no government funding and rely on 
the support of the community. 

Together we can create an impact through Corporate Social Responsibility and Donations that will 
benefit the entire community. Cottage by the Sea offers a number of camp programs, ranging from 
once-off camps to ongoing support, engagement and leadership programs  

BALLARAT FUNDRAISING EVENT 

Deputy Commander Chevalier Peter Morey, KGSJ advises that there 

is a Charity Performance for the Opening Night of BLOC’s Mamma 

Mia on Wednesday 12 May, 2021, at Her Majesty’s  Theatre 17 

Lydiard Street South, Ballarat, and, even though this is a 

weeknight, we hope to see some of our Priory friends  joining us.   

The recipient of the funds raised ($5 from every ticket sold) will aid  

Ballarat Hospice Care.       

More details to follow shortly.  

Ballarat Hospice Care provides specialist quality palliative care equita-
bly and responsively in a patients home. Palliative care is high quality, 
holistic health care and support for people living with a life-limiting ill-
ness while supporting carers, family and friends involved in their care. 
We are a not-for-profit organisation incorporated in 1985. We were 
established by community members in response to community need; a 
need that continues to grow with an increasing population.                                 
Our community connection is essential.  


