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PRIOR’S MESSAGE 

 The recent spike in COVID-19 cases in areas of Melbourne is disappointing. It is vital we learn the 
lessons from these spikes, or we risk seeing many more across Australia, putting in jeopardy 
much of what we all have worked so hard to achieve in the fight against this tenacious virus 
 

 Each day, the medical advice is that despite the earlier success of reducing the numbers of peo-
ple infected with the virus, Victorians are certainly not at a stage where we can go back to living 
our lives the way we did before Australia had the pandemic. The virus is still with us, and will be 
for quite some time, perhaps years.   
 
The blame game doesn’t help, but the lessons learned from  the international situation serve to 

reinforce the local health messages, the testing and restrictions.   The spike in Victoria shows just how easy it is for out-
breaks to occur if our communities don’t maintain physical distancing and good hygiene, and stay at home when sick.                       
A significant number of the new cases are connected to family gatherings. What does this tell us? It would seem some  
people don’t appreciate that this Virus is highly contagious and dangerous, and easily transmitted between friends and 
close family members—no matter the age.    
 

The Victorian spike also tells us we need to keep working to get the key messages of practising physical distancing and 
good hygiene, and downloading the COVID Safe app, to communities where English is not the first language spoken or 
read. Much effort has gone into ensuring our multicultural communities are kept up to date as the pandemic has pro-
gressed. For instance, key information to help individuals, households and businesses has been translated into 63 lan-
guages.   
 

There is a long way to go to beat COVID-19, and we are told that now is not the time for complacency. So please pro-
tect yourselves and your families, continue to practise physical distancing and good hygiene; and please, stay at home 
if you are unwell. 
 

On a most positive note, we have seven great Aspirants who are patiently awaiting their Investiture—hopefully on Sat-
urday 14th November 2020 which of course  is contingent upon what restrictions COVID 19 has in store for us , but as 
a fall back position the Grand Prior has also noted an alternate date in February 2021.  We live in hope! 
  

As you would no doubt realise, our scheduled 2020 Investiture was planned to be held last Saturday 27th June, but 
unfortunately needed to be postponed. Our Priory was exceptionally pleased to be able to  watch a  special Feast of 
John the Baptist Service which the Grand Priory Prelate and the Tasmanian Priory jointly presented at All Saints Parish 
Church , South Hobart (via video). I found it to be truly exceptional with an inspirational message, and an auxiliary 
service in lieu of our  cancelled Investiture Service.  
 

We collectively acknowledge the effort  and skill which was invested in planning and ‘producing’ such a great service in 
spite of the limitations of the Covid 19 restrictions. Warmest  congratulations to Tasmanian Prior John and Grand Priory 
Prelate Father David on the initiative. We offer you and your members our congratulations, grateful thanks and appre-
ciation. The link to watch this service together with a copy of the Order of Service Booklet  remains ‘live’ on the All 
Saints Hobart  website. 
 

This edition of The Victorian Herald is back to back with an excellent range of very interesting articles and profiles. I do 
thank all members for their contributions, and photos.  Chevalier Professor Emeritus Robert Gribben AM KSJ has kindly 
contributed an excellent article ‘Caravaggio, an uncomfortable Chevalier’ which follows on from the homily preached by 
Father David. I commend these, and all profiles, recognitions, other information and articles for your interest and at-
tention.  

Amidst the pain that we continue to endure, we should find comfort in our faith, and in the stories of hope, resilience 
and solidarity, and continue to see the value in the positive, encouraging lessons that are emerging for our post-COVID 
world.                                         
               With kind regards 

               Yours in the Service of Saint John 
Dame Barbara Abley AM CJSJ FACN    Prior of Victoria    



 

 

 
 
 

EXCERPTS FROM   
A LITURGY OF THE WORD FOR THE FEAST OF JOHN THE BAPTIST   

 
The Order of Saint John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller Australasia                                     

Priory of Tasmania  
The Parish Church of All Saints South Hobart  (24 June 2020) 

 
 

THE HOMILY  
 

Written and delivered by Chevalier The Reverend Canon David O’Neill KJSJ Prelate, OSJ Australasia 
  
The greatness of John the Baptist lies in the fact that when the true light appeared in the person of Jesus, he moved 
aside to make way for him. Most of us will remember people who have been lights in this way for us: they will have 
guided, encouraged, sustained and nurtured us on our way and, at the right time, will have let us go. That is part of 
their greatness in our eyes. Many of them will be out of sight now, but, I hope not out of mind. To make way, or to make 
room, for another person calls for humility and generosity of spirit. Indeed, it calls for a kind of dying to self. The great-
ness of John the Baptist lies in the fact that he firmly refused to become the centre of his own movement. At every op-
portunity he pointed to “the one who was to come”; the one whose sandals he felt unworthy to undo. As John himself 
expressed it, “I must decrease that he might increase.” This is another way of talking about ‘dying to self.’ John is show-
ing us an openness to be ready to re-orient our lives at different steps on our Christian pilgrimage.  
 
Our states are slowly coming out of hibernation as our medical professionals continue to deal with and keep an eye on 
COVID-19. During the lockdown we have been unable to express the community of our Order, express community that 
we share in other areas of our daily life. How have we ‘decreased so that another may increase?’ The friend of the 
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. For this reason my joy has been 
fulfilled. He must increase, but I must decrease.’ This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. Bene-
dictine Sister Joan Chittester provides a way forward when she writes: ‘Hospitality means we take people into the 
space that is our lives and our minds and our hearts and our work and our efforts.  
 
Hospitality is the way we come out of ourselves. It is the first step towards dismantling the barriers of the world. Hospi-
tality is the way we turn a prejudiced world around, one heart at a time.’ We may have begun contacting people inten-
tionally more regularly, writing or emailing more regularly. With our families we may have sat a little more regularly. 
With all these people we may have listened to them a little more intentionally, responded so that they know we are 
hearing them. We may have re-learned how important bonds of love and friendship are, what ‘community’ really means 
and what it obligations are. Will we resolve to continue in the ‘new’ way? At these points we are asked to turn, not so 
much away from ourselves but beyond ourselves. We re-orientate our lives; and this means, John Main says, “not re-
jecting ourselves but finding our marvellous potential as we come into full harmony with God. This awareness of poten-
tial is the positive basis of Christianity, and so, for a Christian, the central concern is not self, nor is it sin. The central 
reality is God, and love and, as far as we are concerned, growth in God’s love.” It is that mystery to which John points 
us; a mystery now unfolded by the generous gift of Christ our Lord. That is the greatness of John the Baptist. It can be 
our greatness too.  
 

THE DEDICATION  
 

The Prelate says, My brothers and sisters in the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller, Australasia, as 
we celebrate the Feast of our Patron, I invite you to recommit yourself to the Order and to its mission.   
                      
All say the following prayer. “God of all grace we thank you for the many skills of body and mind that you have given us. 
We gratefully offer them in the service of our Order for the well-being and prosperity of all people and for the honour 
and glory of your name. Amen.”  
The Prelate says May God who has given us the will to do these things give us the grace and power to perform them. 
Amen. Remember, O Lord, what you have wrought in us and not what we deserve: and as you have called us to your 
service make us worthy of our calling; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Go forth into the world in peace; be of 
good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no-one evil for evil; strengthen the faint-hearted; support the 
weak; help the afflicted; give honour to all; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; and the 
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.  

 
The Priory of Tasmania’s Sr Gemma Le Mesurier SSSJ was responsible for the   

technical production of the video  
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Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio (1571-1610) was no candidate for sainthood. He was received as a Knight of St 
John in Malta in July 1608, soon after he arrived. There is some confusion as to what rank he received. It has been 
said that joining the Order by a young man with a violent background, fleeing from  justice, was like the protection of-
fered in another context by the French Legion.  
 
In Caravaggio’s case, his membership was sought out by the Grand Master himself, Alof de Wignacourt, who knew of 
his growing reputation as an artist in Rome. Yet, many of his biographers say that his life hitherto consisted of ‘long 
hours in taverns, brawls, blasphemy, gaming, the colourful aspects of street life, and consorting with prostitutes’. Had 
he had perhaps a change of mind, and come to take up a new life of spiritual peace and canonical obedience? It ap-
pears not. There is no space here to tell his life story, but all the above is true. By our own standards of morality, he 
was a criminal who had spent several spells in gaol, and a dangerous man. These days, we are more likely to look to 
mental health as the key to a life so full of aggression, violence, impulsive and irrational behaviour. More recent work is 
revealing the truth of this, but again I am unable to set out a revision here. In any case, he combined his pathology with 
extraordinary  artistic output, resulting in some 80 works in a life of a mere 38 years, some of them counted as among 
the finest paintings in all history.  
 
Several were painted in Malta in the brief months he spent there between September 1607 and October 1608, when he 
fled again and was expelled from the Order. He finished two portraits of senior members  the Order, including           
Wignacourt’s, an image of St Jerome writing, and the Beheading of John the Baptist, which was commissioned as a 
large altar-piece, in place of his OSJ membership fees, for the conventual church and co-cathedral in Valetta where it 
remains. It is this latter work on which I want to make some comment. 

 
It takes some time to get over the sheer shock of its subject, but we also learn much from it about its painter. Its subject 
is the precise moment between the execution of John (the sword lies on the ground) and the grisly business of severing 
the head completely, so that the request of Herodias, Herod’s daughter, for the head of the Baptist on a platter could be 
met (Mark 6: 14-29, Matthew 14:1-12). Caravaggio was familiar with violent death, and one wonders if his portrayals of 
it were a kind of expiation or at least a cri de coeur.  
 
The light falls on the two powerful bodies of John and his executioner, and from the window behind, two prisoners look 
on in horror. Caravaggio pioneered the use of real people with real bodies in art.  He stands at the fulcrum between 
Mannerist and Baroque art, the former was based on classical and elongated, dramatic figures with beautiful faces, 
whereas Caravaggio chose as  his models beggars and prostitutes and fortune tellers, emblems of the real world in all 
its fragile beauty and ugliness. The background is almost painted out, but this one is real – it’s part of the façade of     
St John’s co-cathedral.  

 
Continues on following page 
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CARAVAGGIO, AN UNCOMFORTABLE CHEVALIER 



 

 

     THE VICTORIAN PRIORY HERALD  EDITION  51:  July  2020 Page  4   
                                            Pro Fide Pro Utilitate Hominum 1048 AD - For Faith For Service To Humanity 

Caravaggio, an uncomfortable Chevalier— continued from previous page 
 
It heightens the focus on the figures in front: the young woman holding the platter (some say Salome, daughter of He-
rodias, but the Gospels leave her unnamed), the warden’s finger pointing to it, and Herodias’ aged maid, appalled. This 
is a biblical story, told as part of the Christian gospel; it was not invented in Valetta, but it says much about of the world 
of the Knights of the dead saint, continually at war with the Turk, fighting in defence of Malta itself, and distant from the 
ministry of Hospitaller in earlier times. 
 
: ‘f. michelangelo’. Its meaning is disputed: does it stand for ‘Fra Michelangelo, our brother, using simply his baptismal 
name? Those who argue the ‘f’ stands for ‘fecit’ (‘he made it’) miss the point. I think Caravaggio’s heartfelt wish to be 
other than he was is written in that blood. We trust to God’s mercy that he found it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 

Contributed by Chevalier Professor Emeritus Robert Gribben AM KSJ (at left)  who is 
a  retired professor of theology, with a strong interest in religious art. Robert’s first 
research was in ecumenical studies, in the theology of evangelism among Protestants 
(World Council of Churches, and Evangelical debates) and Catholic missiology 
around the Second Vatican Council. He has been a participant in international ecu-
menical dialogues with Anglicans and Baptists and was responsible to the World 
Methodist Council for all its dialogues for fifteen years. In this role, he was a member 
of the international committee of the Global Christian Forum, which brings together 
the mainstream Christian traditions, east and west, with the ‘new’ churches, Pente-
costal and Evangelical. The Wesleys and Methodism are thus also central and contin-
uing interests.  

   AWARDING OF THE CROSS OF MERIT 

The Victorian Priory Administrative Council and the members and families of the Victorian Pri-
ory warmly congratulate H.E Bailiff Peter Wiltshire OSJ CMSJ  on the awarding of the Cross of 
Merit , a personal reward from the Lieutenant Grand Master Bailiff Paul Borg OSJ. It is a great 
personal achievement, and the Grand Prior  expects that the formal presentation may be made 
at a future Chapter Meeting/ Victorian Investiture.  The Cross of Merit is the solely discretion-
ary, personal  reward from the Lieutenant Grand Master of the Order to those who he/she con-
siders to have served the Order, on any matter, exceptionally well and over a long period and 
considered to be above what could be  expected. 

Amongst  other recognitions received lately by  members of the Order of Saint John was a recent one accorded to 
Chevalier Ross Synot OAM who was awarded a Fellowship of the Certified Practicing Accountants. This joins his Fel-
lowships of the Institute of Chartered Secretaries and Administrators and Governance Institute of Australia. He is a 
Life Member of the three organisations and was an associate Fellow of the Australian College of Health Service Exec-
utives prior to his  retirement  some time ago. 
 

Congratulations to Ross & to all other members who have been accorded a recognition in recent times. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

 THE GEELONG COMMANDERY 
 
Geelong Commander Dame Ro Thompson CGSJ reported that at the last meeting of the Geelong Commandery, 
members  heard about the challenges to the Christ Church Meals Program under the current Covid 19 restrictions.  It 
was reported that the Program still provides daily take away breakfasts for 40 homeless people and hot take away 
evening meals twice a week.  Unfortunately social distancing has affected the social contact that normally takes 
place.  Costs have risen, many volunteers are no longer able to assist and some food donations are no longer being 
received.  To provide some relief to the program, the Commandery unanimously agreed  to  donate $500 to the Christ 
Church Meals Program. Before the onset of Covid 10, the program provided free breakfast seven days a week 
throughout the year and an evening meal every Monday and Wednesday. Guests come from a range of backgrounds 
- street kids, homeless people, schoolchildren, people who need company as much as food, the unemployed, strand-
ed travellers and families. Those who come for a meal are welcomed regardless of their circumstances and for some, 
the meal at Christ Church may be their main meal of the day; for others it is their only meal. The Meals Program is 
run entirely by volunteers and the support of local businesses. Approximately 10,000 breakfasts are provided per 
year, plus the evening meals twice a week.  Surplus food is also available for guests to take away.                                 
     Well done to the Geelong Commandery members.  
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Let’s start at the very beginning. I was born in Bendigo where my parents had a poul-
try farm, then we moved to Katunga near Numurkah, in North Victoria, where my fa-
ther took up a Soldier Settlement block and planted an Orchard. I am the eldest of 
three girls and I attended primary school at Katunga and then went on to secondary 
school at Numurkah.  

My parents then sold the orchard and we moved as a family to Geelong and operated 
a mixed business in Belmont. I then took an office job at a paint and hardware store in 
Geelong before moving onto an administrative position at the Country Roads Board. 
And there the next stage of my life awaited me.  

I met Ross, my husband to be. After we were married, Ross moved onto a position at the Grace McKellar 
Centre Aged  and Rehabilitation Care facility, and when I became pregnant with our first child, I retired to 
take care of our baby, house and garden that we had built and moved into when we married. We were to live 
in that house for 33 years before building a town house in Newtown where we still reside twenty years on.  

I have always been a keen sports person and played tennis and 
badminton. Badminton was the game I really loved and Ross and 
our two children, Mark and Michelle, and I became very involved 
with the sport and we have all represented Victoria at varying levels. 
Ross and I went onto to play many Masters Games throughout Aus-
tralia and we also were in the Australian Team at the World Masters 
Games at Portland Oregon USA. where we won the top grade Gold 
Medal. 

Ross and I have been fortunate to have had many opportunities to 
travel far and wide. Initially Ross’s work was the beginning of our 
overseas trips when  

I accompanied him on a couple of study tours that took us around 
the world and later four trips to China. These trips certainly whetted 
our appetite to explore the world a bit more. We have had many 
wonderful experiences across a number of cultures and our fascina-
tion has not dimmed.                                                     

We have travelled to Malta three times  for the Order of St John meetings, and enjoy that tiny country very 
much. France was a highlight three years ago, Paris always a dream, we visited the famous Art Galleries, 
the Eiffel Tower and I was delighted with a visit to Monet’s Garden. I was fortunate to complete a short art 
class in Florence, Italy, where we experienced an amazing Easter time. 

 The other love in my life is art. I have drawn and painted, forever! 
 I have always had a love of nature, with light and shade and col
 our holding a fascination for me. In my work I use several of the 
 mediums, oils, water colours, pastels and ink, depending on my 
 subject or my mood. I  studied Porcelain Painting and qualified as 
 a teacher of this fascinating art form, and held classes at our 
 home for 30 years.  

 I was a founding member of the Geelong and District Porcelain 
 Painters and the second President, a member of the Australasian 
 Porcelain Art Teachers and Victorian Porcelain Art Teachers As
 sociation. My garden is always a source of inspiration for my art 
 subjects & I spend many happy, sometimes back-breaking hours 
 in it. 

 After the children were in secondary school, my working life re
 commenced in administration and I worked at the State Govern
 ment Offices, Geelong in various roles then moved onto work at 
 the Kalkee Community (a Uniting Church Aged Care multi Com
 plex), co-coerced by one Barbara Abley into a marketing role 
 which I held for 18 months before retiring to live out the next part 
 of  my journey.  

 

INTRODUCING VICE PRIOR DAME JAN SYNOT DJSJ 

Jan (above) with just a few of her beautiful art works— including Monet’s Garden 
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Dame Jan’s Story Continues 

 

 Our family is a very important part of my life. Our children and their 
 spouses,  and our grandchildren are a great source of love and 
 pride, in all that they are achieving in their lives. A decision to enrol
  as a mature age student at a Geelong Art School, fulfilled a long held 
 dream. I gained a Diploma of Arts  (Visual Arts), then I completed an 
 Advanced Diploma of Fine Arts (Painting).  

 After completing this study I co-founded an art studio and gallery in 
 Geelong, art is… , which I operated for 12 years.  I formed a commu
 nity of artists-in- residence and held monthly exhibitions and compe
 titions in the Gallery. My aim was to nurture and encourage local art
 ists to exhibit and interact with fellow artists. My works have been in 
 many exhibitions including Galleries in Melbourne, Daylesford and
  Geelong. A highlight was being part of an exhibittion at The Geelong 
 Art Gallery. I have also been part of a group to form a relationship 
 with a studio of artists in Venice, Italy, and have participated in three 
 exhibitions which were shown in Venice, Rome and Naples. Ross 
 and I  were fortunate to be able to visit the studio in Venice three 

years ago, and meet some of the artists. During my time at art is… I was a committee member of City of 
Greater Geelong Council run Central Geelong Marketing as the Arts Sector representative and also  a com-
mittee member of  Made in Geelong, also a Council initiative to address empty premises in the city and en-
courage artists to take up residence with a view to permanent tenancy. I have formed a close bond with art-
ists from the art is… group and we continue to meet weekly and exhibit together on an annual basis. 

I have been involved in Church life from an early age, due to my Mother’s and grandparents influence. Pres-
ently Ross and I attend the Noble Street Uniting Church Newtown, where I have been the Council of Elders 
Chair for many years, and a member of the choir amongst other duties and Ross has been Treasurer for the 
past 18 years.  

I was invested as a member of the Order of St John of Jerusalem in 2007. Following Ross’s Investiture in 
1994, I had already felt part of the OSJ family and I consider my membership to be a great honour as it pro-
vides a further avenue to enable me to live out my ideals in life. I am pleased to be a contributing member of 
the Order and cherish the many friendships that I have made and the knowledge that I may be making a dif-

ference in this world.  

Editors note:  Jan is a highly valued member of the Victorian Priory Administrative Council, filling important 
roles—as a Vice Prior, Executive member, and also as Chair of the Priory Functions Committee. She, in concert 
with other Priory members provides great organisation and assistance with Investitures, functions and in the 
organisation of the Priory Christmas party. Jan was appointed to the Grand Priory Council several years ago and 
more recently as the Grand Priory Hospitaller,  a role which  will fully utilise her people skills. 
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 Multicultural Aged Care Services Geelong (MACS) is a not-for-profit, award-winning, 
 aged care service provider in Geelong, Victoria. MACS is dedicated to the provision 
 of excellence in care to meet the culturally diverse needs of the greater Geelong 
 community, where multinational residents and home-care consumers can truly cele-
 brate cultural diversity.  

 Dame Joy Leggo DGSJ is the founding CEO of Multicultural Aged Care Services 
 Geelong Inc. (MACS), a not-for-profit organisation committed to the provision of 
 excellence in care to meet the diverse needs of the multicultural community. MACS 
  opened its doors in 1994 as a simple hostel structure with 9 staff.  Today the multi-
 facility  organisation provides residential aged care, independent living units, a sup-

ported residential facility, dementia specific care, respite care, home care and palliative care. MACS has 171 residential 
beds and 211 home care consumers, employs 215 staff (with an equivalent of 122.7 EFT) the majority of whom are bi-
lingual and tri-lingual and is supported by more than 70 volunteers. MACS’ residents, home care consumers, staff and 
volunteers currently represent 66 nationalities, with every resident able to be communicated with in their native tongue.   

Joy is well qualified to lead her diverse and extensive team as she holds an MBA, a Bachelor of Health Administration 
and is a graduate of the Australian Institute of Company Directors. Joy also finds time to serve the wider community in 
several roles and participates on a number of Boards as a Director in the Social Welfare Sector. Joy’s specific interest 
is in ensuring the cultural and linguistic needs of her diverse community are cared for in a sensitive and respectful  

 environment. On  being appointed to the role, she moved her family—
 husband Norm, and children James and Katherine to Geelong to take up   
 this position as she could see the concept and opportunities that MACS
  offered for the wider Geelong Community. 

  Joy says “Working at MACS has been the most fulfilling work of my 
 career. I was drawn to MACS as I could see the difference it could make
  to the multicultural community of #Geelong and I wanted to be part of 
 that. Our aim was to change the perception of aged care and of the cul
 turally and linguistically diverse (CALD) community. We wanted people to 
 understand that CALD didn’t mean ‘special needs’ and aged care wasn’t 
 a sad and depressing place to be; rather a place where older people 
 came to gain some independence back! There is good quality of life to be 
 had regardless of age and abilities, and that is what we deliver for our 
 residents and clients.   One of our biggest achievements was opening 
 our dementia-specific wing. This meant that our residents could have 

continuum of care and did not have to leave when their care levels increased. This continuum of care also allows for 
couples to stay together, regardless of their differing care needs. This is so important to them, as well as their families 
and loved ones.” 

MACS philosophy is about placing each individual in the centre of the care that is delivered in whatever setting they are 
in. Operating under the ‘Invisible Walls’ care model, MACS provides the aged multicultural community with a compre-
hensive range of services from home care right through to palliative care. MACS respects and encourages resident ’s 
choices.  If a resident wants to sleep in, they can have breakfast at 9.30 am.  If a resident enjoys a sherry before dinner 
they can do so. A 93 year old resident, who had been a kindergarten teacher in Germany, wanted to go back to a kin-
dergarten and read a book to the children – MACS facilitated it.  MACS is well served by a large group of interdenomi-
national clergy who provide great support to the faith communities represented within the multi facilities. 

INTRODUCING DAME JOY LEGGO DGSJ   

CHIEF EXECUTIVE  MACS  GEELONG 



 

 

Dame Joy Leggo DGSJ profile continues 

 
In October 2015, General Sir Peter John Cosgrove, AK, CVO, MC, the then 
Governor General of Australia, and 400 residents and guests gathered to 
celebrate the opening of a new $15 million expansion to MACS with the offi-
cial launch by of a European-style Community Piazza. Many residents live a 
more active and social lifestyle when they come to MACS than they ever did 
at home. The piazza, which is like the ‘town centre’ integrates a chapel, and 
features a bakery, cafe, a hairdresser, boutique, post office, internet cafe 
and beautiful landscaped garden areas and a reflective garden that supports 
game playing such as chess by large easy–to-move pieces. It is the heart of 
MACS. Residents, families, home care consumers, friends and staff from 
many different backgrounds gather there. They mingle, sip coffee, enjoy 
biscotti and tea on outside tables, warmly chat, shop at the boutique, post 
their mail and have their hair cut. For over a quarter of a century, MACS has 
maintained nearly 100% occupancy within the residential arm of its work 
and with a very low annual staff turnover, has a stable, highly qualified, mul-
tilingual and motivated workforce. 

In the early days of MACS, Joy found it particularly challenging gaining the 
trust of the Geelong migrant community. Here was this Anglo-Saxon woman 
telling them “trust me, I understand cultural care and I will take good care of 
your loved ones”. It was through the ‘doing’, and demonstrating that this or-
ganisation knew what it was doing with everything from the food, lifestyle        
programs, financial management, language and cultural sensitivity.  

The key to this was employing staff who were culturally diverse themselves, who truly cared for residents like they were 
one of their family. Joy took the time to develop relationships with Ethnic groups and key leaders to really get to know 
their cultures and particular needs. As a not-for-profit organisation, established by a group of migrant businessmen, 

funding was a real concern, with resistance coming from the 
broader general community about the establishment of a migrant
-specific facility. 26 years ago, fund raising was difficult for a new 
concept of care not ever tested in Australia before and embrac-
ing multiculturalism wasn’t as it is today.  

There were ethnic-specific facilities but none that would cater for 
more than one culture. No-one believed it would work. For a rela-
tively small organisation, MACS has had a powerful impact on 
the multicultural community of Geelong, celebrating and valuing 
the many different cultures that make up its wonderfully diverse 
community.  

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic and the resulting resi-
dents’ visitation restrictions, Joy wanted to do more for MACS 
aged residents than just FaceTime and Zoom. In her inimitable 

style, she acted swiftly to create two innovative ‘Live Visitor Pods’ to enable relatives to visit loved ones face-to-face. 
The visitor’s pod has been featured on the Channel 9 news, Channel 7’s Sunrise program and stories printed in the 
Geelong Advertiser, Herald Sun and City of Greater Geelong publications. It has also been picked up by Detroit News 
in the USA. Other aged care facilities have contacted us showing great interest in providing a similar solution in their 
facilities, including aged care providers in the UK. 

During her 26 years of service at the helm, Joy’s vision and dedication has been instrumental in ensuring the highest 
quality of care for all residents and staff. Joy has ensured MACS remains vibrant, strategically focussed & financially 
strong.                                     
Several members of the Order of Saint John have close connections with MACS including the Patron Chevalier Dr  
Frank Costa AO KJSJ, Former Chair and current Board member Dame Gael Perry CGSJ, foundation Board members 
Chevalier Dr Stretch Kontelj OAM KGSJ and Dame Barbara Abley AM 
CJSJ.         
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 Dame Val Sarah, AM, CGSJ, Commander of 
 the Ballarat Commandery, has just received  the 
 Zonta International Meritorious Service Award, 
 the highest honour bestowed upon members of 
 the Organisation, and very rarely  offered 
 
 Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the biennial 
 Convention in July this year is being held electronically, and the 
 Award took the form of a webinar which also featured Awardee 
 Eva Nielsen of Copenhagen in Denmark.  
 
 Between 2010 and 2020 Eva and Val worked with the inter
 nation al Centennial Anniversary Committee on the creation 
 of Zonta’s 100

th
 Anniversary History covering the establish

 ment and growth of the organisation from its inception in  1919 
 with 5 women in Buffalo, New York State, to the present day 
 with 28,000 members in 63 countries worldwide. 
  
 In 1978 Val began her journey in Zonta as Charter President of 

the Zonta Club of Ballarat.  4 years later in 1982, she was serving District 16 (Australia and New Zealand) as Lieuten-
ant-Governor and on the first of a continuous period      
of 38 years of service at the international level. 
 
She had been invited to provide print and electronic me-
dia promotion for and coverage of the International Con-
vention in Sydney in 1984, only the second Convention 
to be held off the North American continent, the first time 
many of the members had journeyed “Down Under”. 
 
In 1986-1988, Val served as Governor for more than 80 
clubs and Z Clubs in Australia and New Zealand – “quite 
a challenge before www and emails made communi-
cating a breeze! “ 
 
In the following biennium, 1988-1990, Val served as   
International Relations Chairman, and had the privilege  
of organising and leading a Study Tour of Ireland,  
Scotland and England, with 35 Zontians from 15  
countries enjoying the opportunity to hear outstanding  
speakers on issues focused on the status of women  
and witnessing the chartering of a new Club in Brighton. 
        

 
Between 1992 and 2000 Val served on the ZI Board, acting 
as the Presiding Officer at the International Convention in 
Hawaii in the year 2000.   “It was a significant time at the 
end of a century and the end of a millennium, and everyone 
was curious to know what the 21

st
 century would bring”, 

says Val.  
 
“In the family-friendly surrounding of the Hilton Hawaiian 
Village, we had the space to include some innovations to 
the overall program of the Convention – such as an Art Ex-
hibition of art in a wide variety of disciplines created by Zon-
tians from around the world and curated by Peggy Hopper 
in Hawaii, and a Book Fair of books written by and about 
Zontians - both of which were open to the public.” 

 
“ We also introduced the 80th Anniversary History, a coffee table 
print publication which laid the foundation for our subsequent 
research on our centennial History”. 
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  2014: Val as Centennial Anniversary Committee Chairman with Co-

Chairman Beryl McMillan researching Zonta’s history at ZI HQ in Chicago 

April 1979.  Zonta International President-Elect Dr. 
Shirley Schneider presents President Val Sarah with 

the Charter of the Zonta Club of Ballarat. 

2000: Val being interviewed during the                                                                 

International Convention in Hawaii 

INTERNATIONAL HONOUR FOR  DAME VAL 

SARAH AM CGSJ  BALLARAT COMMANDER 



 

 

 Continues from previous page 
  
 Always passionate about Foundations, Val  been 
 privileged to serve on the Zonta International En
 dowment Committee charged in 2014 with raising
 US$ 10 million through the Centennial Anniversary 
 Endowment Campaign. The small Committee of 5 
 was enhanced by a growing and very enthusiastic 
 team of Regional Representatives worldwide.
 Over half the target has been reached. The Zonta 
 Club of Ballarat has served the  community well in 
 the past 42 years, with support for more than 120 
 organisations locally and globally. Creating a mod
 est legacy in the City, members were  instrumental 
 in the creation of the Sensory Garden in Ballarat’s 
 beautiful Botanical Gardens with physical work by 
 Staff  of the City of Ballarat and funding from 
 the Pinkerton  Bequest  
 

 
 

They  also created the Zonta Art Collection of works by        
Australian Women Artists at the Art Gallery of Ballarat.   They 
spend many hours annually in hands-on service, including the 
creation of Birthing Kits sent to over 20 countries around the 
world, under the auspices of The Birthing Kit Foundation of 
Australia, which Val serves as the National Ambassador. 
 

“I’ve been a member of Zonta for more than half my life”, says 
Val, “and cannot adequately express how much it has enriched 
my life. It has been a joy to share it with my daughters Virginia 
and Olivia.                    
        

 
 
 
 
 Virginia lives and works in London as the Global Partner
 ships  Executive for the Fred Hollows Foundation and is not 
 a Zontian, while Olivia, who lives with her family in Sydney 
 and works in senior management with AIA ,  joined Zonta 
 when she was 22 and served as Governor for District 24 
 which  covers New South  Wales and the Australian Capital 
 Territory.”    
 Their active support and encouragement , so vital through
 out those years in Zonta, has been extended to include The 
 Order of St. John – happily!” says Val. 
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2016: The Zonta International Endowment Committee                                                      
at ZI HQ in Chicago 

Zonta Sensory Garden, Ballarat Botanical Gardens 

Above: Charter Members Val Sarah 
and Anne Smail holding a painting 
reframed in the Adopt a Painting 

program at the Art Gallery of Ballarat 
 

At right:  Meet three Past Interna-
tional Presidents who each served 
Zonta with distinction during their 

term as president and beyond.  
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VICTORIAN PRIORY  

VPAC Meeting Schedule for 2020 (Thursday) by ZOOM 
 

July                  16th  
September      17th 
November       19th  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

                 

Geelong Commandery 2020  
   

Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 30th       
July, and this clearly will not go ahead face-to-face.  

Arrangements may be made to hold this meeting on 
Zoom as per the last meeting. 

 
Commandery members will be advised as soon as 

practicable regarding the arrangements.    

Ballarat Commandery 2020                                            

Members of the Ballarat Commandery are continu-
ing to meet  electronically (complete with Corre-

spondence, Financial Report, any General Business 
information and Members’ News. 

 
Next Scheduled meeting  is  6 July  2020                                    

VICTORIAN PRIORY INVESTITURE  2020 

It is planned (Covid 19 permitting) the Melbourne Chapter 

Meeting, Investiture and Celebratory Luncheon will be held 

on  Saturday 14th November 2020. 

 

GRAND PRIORY COUNCIL DATE 2020 

October 9 Hobart 

 


