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A TRIBUTE 

Victorian Priory members take the opportunity to       

extend their deepest sympathies and condolences to 

the families, friends, and fellow serving officers of the 

four police  members tragically killed on 22 April 2020. 

We recognise that this is a terrible time for those       

families and for the Victorian Police Family (serving 

and retired),  including those who are members of our 

own Priory, and for police officers serving in all                   

other Australian States and Territories.  

It is a dreadful and terrible reminder of the dangers that   

Police Officers face every single day.  

We are deeply grateful for their service, deeply grateful 

for their sacrifice, and to their families who are         

knowing nothing but overwhelming grief, we are very 

mindful of their loss. 

We offer our support and thanks to the first responders 

who attended the scene, and who worked                                       

so hard to save  lives.     



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Warmest Greetings to you all. 
 
I do hope that you are all keeping fit and well, and that your time in physical isolation 
has kept you safe from the COVID 19 Virus. Physical isolation certainly doesn’t mean 
absence of social connectiveness with your family, colleagues and friends but it has 
been challenging to maintain close contact.  Some people are more at risk than oth-
ers of becoming seriously ill with COVID-19, and I’m positive we are all well aware of  
which group we fit within. Many people are feeling the loss of autonomy and personal 
freedom, and are struggling to deal with this. So many are experiencing regret be-

cause of the restrictions prohibiting their attendance and participation  in  family celebrations and weddings 
… as well as events like milestone birthdays, and witnessing children's achievements in person. Some of 
these things that we would have otherwise done at this time may actually not be lost forever, but can be 
postponed and celebrated at a time in the future, and that’s  something to hold on to.  
 
I’m sure that the wise words of our Chaplain, Chevalier Rev Dr Kevin Yelverton KJSJ resonate with many of 
you. He said, “Yet curiously, being in self-isolation has had some wonderful spiritual benefits.  Self-isolation 
has slowed everything down and offered time to meditate and pray.” 
 
Whilst I’m not across all anniversaries, celebrations and other happy occasions, I would like to warmly con-
gratulate all members and family who have celebrated anniversaries and birthdays, who have shared the 
joy of welcoming new born members into the family—albeit at a distance.  
 
Regrettably those who are newly bereaved are dealing with a heightened level of grief because of the ina-
bility to share this personally and physically  with close relatives, friends and the wider community. To each 
person we offer our love and support. 
 
I know that we are all doing our best within our capacity to assist our families and local communities during 
this challenging time. I do appreciate that a greater challenge lies ahead when our Order will be called upon 
to provide support to those hard pressed communities trying to rebuild once the Covid 19 has been 
‘controlled’. 
  
We thank our local health care workers, emergency service operators and all of those in our community 
who continue to work hard to provide essential services.  
 
I do hope that many of you took the opportunity to access the Grand Priory Website over Easter to read the 
Pastoral Posts written by the Order’s Chaplains. A new and welcome innovation which is currently being  
evaluated by the Grand Priory for the future. Thankyou to participating Clergy members for your valued 
messages.  
 
Our Priory Administrative Council Meetings have been conducted electronically, and although we recognise 
that the impact of this virus is not going to be short lived, we have made arrangements to ensure that the 
work of the Order does not grind to a halt. As you would appreciate our 2020 Diary is constantly under scru-
tiny and has been described as a moving feast.  
 
Another of the casualties brought about by COVID 19 isolation, include the June Melbourne Investiture and 
the Annual Chapter Meeting which had to be pushed out by several months , and hopefully  (fingers 
crossed) we may see these rescheduled towards the end of 2020. We will be welcoming six Aspirants-  
John Caruana, Cheryl Lacey, Father Graham Reynolds, Edward (Ted) Stephens, Judy Stephens and Rev 
Chaplain Soma  into the Order. Of course, the timing of  this is entirely dependent upon remaining re-
strictions and the status of the COVID 19 virus.  
 
Following the recent announcement to all members by the Grand Prior Chevalier David Wilkins KJSJ,  the 
members and families of the Victorian Priory warmly congratulate  H.E Bailiff Peter Wiltshire OSJ CMSJ on  
the awarding of the Cross of Merit , a personal reward from the Lieutenant Grand Master Bailiff Paul Borg 
OSJ. It is a great personal achievement, and our Priory expects that the formal presentation may be made 
at a future Chapter Meeting/  Victorian Investiture to be held at a date and time to be fixed.  
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Prior’s Report 



 

 

 

 

Prior’s Report continues. 

 

The Victorian Priory Administrative Council very warmly acknowledges the generosity of members who sup-
ported our invitation to contribute to the Victorian Bushfire Relief and to each person we offer our very grate-
ful and sincere thanks.  
 

Our Treasurer Chevalier Bernie Walshe has advised that the Priory’s final donation totalled $14,650.00. To-
tal proceeds will be donated to the Salvation Army (Victoria) Social Work ABN 18 730 899 453 which the 
Premier has announced is partnering with the government in connection with the Victorian Bushfire Appeal 
together with the Red Cross. 
 

The Salvation Army (Victoria) Social Work is an item 1 deductible gift recipient. This therefore qualifies the 
tax deductibility for our donors to this appeal. This fund provides, or will provide, the following: 
 

• $5 million was made available immediately to those most affected including families who have lost loved 
ones. 
• Immediate payments of $50,000 to each of the families of the five people who have tragically died as the 
result of the bushfires. 
• $1 million to BlazeAid to help farmers replace fencing burnt by the fires. 
• $4 million to provide payments from $1,000 to $4,500 to those who have experienced loss of, or damage, 
to their primary residence which will go to providing temporary accommodation. 
• Support will be made through the Gippsland Emergency Relief Fund, the Red Cross and the Salvation Ar-
my. 
 

Importantly, the disposal of Relief Funding will be recommended and managed by an Advisory Panel and it 
will ensure every single dollar donated goes to the people and communities affected  by the bushfires. 
 

The Advisory Panel comprises: 
The Hon. Pat McNamara, Chair, former leader of the Victorian Nationals 
David Impey, CEO Community Enterprise Foundation 
Pam White, Chair of the Country Fire Authority 
Joanne Duncan, Former Member for Gisborne 
Natalie O’Connell, Councillor for East Gippsland Shire 
Sue Cunningham, Director, Victoria, Red Cross 
Lee Miezis, CEO Bushfire Recovery Victoria 
 
As you would have read on page 1, we have honoured the four fallen Police members, tragically killed in the 
line of duty.   

 

Our Priory’s Major Events Committee had planned to hold a major fundraiser this year in support of the 
Code 9 Foundation. The Code 9 Foundation was formed in 2015 to provide peer to peer support for first re-
sponders suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), depression, anxiety and other associated 
mental health injuries.  The Chairman, Chevalier David Rew KSJ  and his committee are discussing ways in 
which our fund raiser may proceed by  taking a different form—potentially assisted by donations. If you have 
any suggestions how you might assist, please don’t hesitate to make contact with him  (0418 553 691). 
 

This 50th Edition of the Priory HERALD features two members in particular. We continue our introduction of 
a member of the Victorian Priory, and also proudly feature the exceptional work of one of our ‘off shore” 
members. I hope you enjoy reading about these two members, plus find all other articles of interest and en-
joyment. 
 

Key members of our Priory have had quite a number of members/families making contact seeking pastoral 
support and comfort. This of course was the impetus for the circulation of my earlier letter to our active and 
non active members and families. I was very surprised and gratified by the positive messages I have re-
ceived by email, phone and snail mail from across the spectrum of members -so thankyou. It is important, I 
believe that we do practise what we preach particularly embracing the full  import of our motto and values. 
The resources provided by our Chaplain, Assistant Chaplain, our three Hospitallers together with the Prelate 
and the Grand Priory Hospitaller (Dame Jan) are available for any member whom you believe would benefit 
from a phone call, message of support, or through prayer. 
 

Please don’t hesitate to make contact with either myself (0419358223) or our Priory Secretary, Chevalier 
Alex Anderson OAM JP CGSJ  (415886000) for a referral. 
 
Warm regards 
Barbara Abley AM CJSJ FACN 
Prior 
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This is the 50th regular edition of the Victorian Priory’s Herald – a great milestone which deserves to be cel-

ebrated.  As recorded in the Victorian Priory Minutes at a meeting chaired by former Prior (Chevalier Peter 

Wiltshire) on 17 March 2011, Dame Barbara Abley presented a draft of the first Victorian Priory Newsletter 

and after some debate the name of “THE HERALD” was agreed on.  The title according to the Cambridge 

Dictionary “is to be a sign that something important, and often good, is starting to happen, or to make some-

thing publicly  known especially by making it known or celebrating it publicly”. 

Since that time, the Priory Herald,  plus quite a few additional un-numbered Special Editions, has offered a 

voice for the Order of Saint John community across the Victorian Priory (including Tasmania).  Each edition 

has provided information, highlighting the Worship services, celebrations, Investitures, social functions, new 

committees, promotions,  and championing its success stories and its community work in both Victoria and 

up until 2019, Tasmania. It has also provided a platform by which we have remembered and recollected the 

lives and service of members who have passed away.  

So, as we journey through 2020, we will continue to chart the progress, development and achievements of 

the Order that we have the honour of serving. Now, of course, the community we reach stretches further 

afield with several of our members living off shore in Indonesia, the Channel Islands and New Zealand; and 

we have made many friends through the circulation of the Herald to the wider international Order of Saint 

John family along the way. 

The Victorian Herald, like the Order of Saint John, has evolved over the years but has retained a regular 

offering to all members and their families, and is used as an important information tool for those people who 

are keen to learn more about the Order.   

If you have the opportunity to review the past 50 plus editions, to look back through the photos and articles 

you will be able to chart the history of our moments of challenge and change, and celebrations of course.  

The Herald has recorded every step of the journey since March 2011, and brought the Order and its mem-

bers positive and ‘unsolicited’ well deserved recognition from the domestic and international readership. 

Warmest thanks to all who have contributed in small and large ways to its success. Your continuing support 

is essential as we engage with members far and wide, and to continue to promote the work of the Order. I 

look forward to being able to compile and edit many more editions! 

Dame Barbara Abley AM CJSJ FACN Editor 

  

MUSTARD SEEDS OF ACTION AND HOPE 

 

 

50 EDITIONS AND GOING STRONG 

 
To encourage us to be people who challenge violence, justice and oppression,                                                 

and work for peace and reconciliation.    

     
From the Homily delivered in Ballarat by our Assistant Priory Chaplain Chevalier Father Gerard Keith KSJ 



 

 

 

wHO’S WHO IN THE VICTORIAN PRIORY  

  Introducing Chevalier Russell Jones CJSJ Vice Prior,  pictured above with wife Jenny,  
 and their sons Nic and Richard. 

Born in  Gisborne (NZ), I spent the early years of my 
life living in rural New Zealand with my school teacher 
parents and two younger sisters. 

My first school was on the shores of Lake Taupo. My 
father was headmaster at the Waitahanui Native 
School; I was the only Pakeha,  viz non Maori, pupil. In 
that locality we were largely self-sufficient, we had a 
house cow, grew our own vegetables and fruit, with 
trout, rabbits and the occasional piece of venison and 
chooks providing protein. We generated our own elec-
tricity for light, of course. An early memory of mine was 
when the Maori Battalion returned from the Second 
World War and  we watched the Victory March and 
parade through the main street of Taupo.  

We lived in several localities over the years all in the 
North Island :The Bay of Plenty and in Taranaki. At that 
stage I was old enough to help neighbouring farmers 
with milking, haymaking & tractor driving and rearing 
bobby calves.  I also learned that with a bit of No 8 wire 
you could fix almost anything. 

When I was 13 we moved closer to the Auckland’s  
North Shore, so my two younger sisters and I could 
attend secondary school. At about this time, my young-
er brother was born.  I was a student at Takapuna 
Grammar School. 

I loved secondary school; played the violin in the Or-
chestra and sang in the Choir and choral groups, en-
joyed Cadets with Radios and Rifles and spent lots of 
spare time in the science labs. I presented Maths, 
Physics Chemistry and Biology for matriculation (UE) 
and was fortunate to be accredited. 

With my scientific bent it was natural for me to take a  
Pharmacy Apprenticeship (the last intake under the old 
system of part time study and full time work) This was 
in Matamata.( It was here I first  developed my lifelong 
interest and passion for photography.) 

The New Zealand College of Pharmacy provided corre-
spondence, night school and periodic intensive ses-
sions at the college in Wellington. I spent an additional 
year in Wellington and completed exams leading to 
registration as a ‘Pharmaceutical Chemist’. 

In May the following year I came to Australia with a 
pack on my back, (we enjoyed instant reciprocal regis-
tration) and spent several years working as a locum 
pharmacist in rural towns in NSW including Booroowa, 
Crookwell, Cootamundra and Young.  

It was in January 1966, while working in Anglesea Phar-
macy over the summer holiday period that I met the love 
of my life, Jenny Dick from Ballarat. My  previously 
planned trip back to NZ was shortened, I returned to Vic-
toria and accepted a position as manager of an Amcal 
Pharmacy in Stawell.  Need I mention that Jenny and I 
got to know that strip of Western Highway between Sta-
well and Ballarat very, very well! 

Jenny and I were married in the Dawson St Congrega-
tional Church Ballarat in January 1968. 

We lived in Stawell until 1977. During this time our two 
sons, Richard and Nicholas were born.  We restored a 
large Victorian House, were very active members of the 
Apex Club and were members of numerous other organ-
isations including Beefsteak and Burgundy Club, the    
Historical Society, Rifle Club, Hockey Club, Yacht Club, 
Choral Society; life in a country town is not dull! A high-
light of my time in Apex was the organisation of the 
‘Major Mitchell Marathon,’ a 40 km fund raising walk in 
the ‘Spirit of Endurance and Adventure’ from  Stawell to 
the Summit of Mt William in the Grampians.  Originally 
as a fund raiser for the MS Society it developed over the 
years as an effective fund raiser for any walker’s nomi-
nated charity. 

It was time for a move and in 1977 I purchased a small 
Amcal Pharmacy in Mooroolbark, an outer eastern sub-
urb of Melbourne.  Jenny and I applied ourselves dili-
gently, our business grew and before long we developed 
a reputation for innovation, change and excellence. 

Pharmacist Bus tours, Ministerial visits to launch Phar-
macy related programs and book launches on ‘new’ top-
ics like “Understanding Depression” all kept us on our 
toes. 

(I was Secretary of the Mental Health Foundation of Aus-
tralia for 18 years) 

I was a member of numerous pharmacy think tanks, fo-
cus meetings and advisory boards with some extending 
over many years. I was made  a Fellow  of the Australian 
College of Pharmacy Practice and Management and an 
Associate of Monash University in the Department of 
Pharmacy Practice. 

In 1998 I was elected to the Board of Amcal and appoint-
ed Chairman; a position I held until after my retirement 
from Pharmacy . The four hundred  members kept me 
very focussed.  
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Continued from previous page:   I sold my Pharmacy in 2002 with a 
team of thirty including seven pharmacists, all of whom I acknowledge as 
‘the best’ and major contributors to the success of our business.  I loved 
being a  Community Pharmacist and the opportunity it gave me to contrib-
ute to a community, to help make people’s lives healthier, more comforta-
ble and better informed. I considered mine a very privileged position and 
did not take it for granted. 

In Mooroolbark we built a house and established a garden on a one and a 
half acre block, contributed to the establishment of a new school, Billa-
nook College, for our sons to attend, grew a business,  were involved in 
numerous community events, served on local committees and recognised 
as a major sponsors of our community festival.  

My brother Brett, and I did not spend a lot time with each other in our 
younger days as we lived in different countries. He and his wife, Judi, 
(Dame Judi Jones DSJ) recently moved to Melbourne and are now very 
much part of our extended family.   

We are now in retirement and Jen-
ny and I spend most of our time 
between our garden and home in 
Mooroolbark and our family beach 

house at Balnarring Beach where we are active participants in many aspects of 
our local Yacht Club.  

Our close family (two sons, Richard, a consultant anaesthetist and Nick, a Direc-
tor of Hospital Pharmacy together with their partners and our four grandchildren , 
(three at Uni and one in her VCE year) spend many happy times together at Bal-
narring. Other interests include sailing and campervan trips with friends, work-
shop and garden maintenance.  (Jenny is the plants person). Over the years we 
have been privileged overseas travellers but we still have places to go. 

Editors note:  Russell was invested into the Order of St John of Jerusalem 
Knights Hospitaller in 2002, and faithfully serves the Order in many ways, includ-
ing  physically and financially supporting the Cruden Farm Family Fun Days for 
many years, assisting in raising funding for Mental Health amongst other very 
worthwhile charities. Russell has served the Victorian Priory Administrative 
Council in many roles including as former chair of the Allocations Sub Committee, current Chief Marshall,  former Vice 
Chancellor, inaugural and current Chair of the Order’s Malta Obedience Interview Panel.  He is one of two Vice Priors 
of the Victorian Priory; and together with wife Jenny carefully and meticulously maintains the ceremonial  artifacts for 
Investitures as well as guiding Marshalls and Aspirants, members and  family members during the Services. Russell  
deservedly holds the rank of Commander of Justice (CJS). 

Vice Prior Chevalier Russell Jones CJSJ—at left with Aspirant Father Chaplain  

Soma taken at Investiture Service on Saturday 22rd June 2019 at the St 

John’s Anglican Church Footscray  



 

 

 

Our children our future 

Dame Marg Barry OAM DSJ & Bali Children Foundation in       
Indonesia. 

The Victorian Priory has a number of members who live  and work overseas. One 
such person is Dame  Marg Barry OAM DSJ (at right). 
 

Marg, bought up in country Victoria, has been based in Asia for forty five years, 
from 1975 in New Delhi, India and since 1990 in Bali, Indonesia.  
 

Working in the rag trade from the early days of  ‘off shore’ production, Marg expe-
rienced many of the thrills and challenges faced pioneering a ‘western’ garment 
industry in Asia.   
 

Exposure to riots, bombs and burning factories were all part of that time, so the 
move to Bali in 1990 seemed a safer and more peaceful option. And so it was 
until 2002, when Bali’s first bomb attack occurred.  Like many of her fellow ex-
pats, Marg jumped in and volunteered during the emergency and the recovery 
period afterwards. It was then that she started the education work which became Bali Children Foundation and for 
which she and the charity have received so many awards. 
 

Since then BCF (Bali Children Foundation) have acted at the forefront of many disasters faced in Bali and the nearby 
province of Lombok. There was a second bomb in 2005, and more recently the Yellow bridge collapse in Lembongan in 
2016, landslides in Songan 2017, the eruption of Mt Agung in late 2017 and Lombok’s devastating and deadly earth 
quake in 2018.  
 

With the outbreak of Covid 19 and the dangers it poses, we thought it a good time to reach out to Marg and hear how 
things are in Bali.          
 

This is what she had to say: 
 

“The Covid 19 challenge is more profound than any previously faced by Bali or the World . After years living in Bali’s 
tourism based economy, we know so many villages and families who are now out of work, with no social support net. 
So far Bali has largely escaped the impact of infection, instead is it suffering hunger.     

 

As a member of the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem, I see it as my duty to provide what relief I can to families in 
need. It is that aspect of the ministry which initially attracted me to OSJ.   

     

Our immediate response has been to step in with food support until the government can take up their part, which we 
expect will be soon. For now with support from Australian and International friends we are able to deliver packs of sta-
ple foods – enough for a family of four for a month and costing $25.  That done, as with our previous disaster respons-
es, we will return to our core work which is education opportunities for Bali’s remote communities. The island’s poverty-
stricken villages are well-hidden from the tourist traps and many visitors are unaware of the hardships they face.   

 

  Through education, Bali Children Foundation strives to improve their quality of life, one young person at a time.  
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The foundation works with students, families, schools and communities to identify the children that need financial help, 
support them through school, maintain strong grades, and 
help them secure good jobs.  There are currently 1,100 stu-
dents on BCF scholarships.  

“Students who finish year 12 and get well-paid jobs, earn 
incomes that are four to eight times greater than their family 
income combined,” says founder Margaret Barry. “As we get 
whole villages graduating through year 12 and picking up job 
opportunities, the children’s families benefit from that and the 
whole community improves”. 

“It takes about 10 years,” Marg says, “to develop sustainable 
change.” These goals and the funding they require has been 
deeply impacted by the COVID crisis.  

Indonesia’s school year is hoped to commence in July 2020. 
Many scholarships for school children , supported through 
personal benefactors are at risk.  

Bali Children Foundation’s skills enhancing education, English as a Second language and STEM (Science, Technolo-
gy, Engineering and Math) is delivered in remote schools in Bali and North Lombok. Presently these classes for around 
8,000 children, will not be available until the funding expected from cancelled events in Australia and Bali can be re-
placed.  And a final quote from Marg. ‘After eighteen years of strong, effective growth we are faced with a massive 
challenge. We recognize that we are no different to so many other valuable organizations or even to national econo-
mies. We like everyone else must find a way through this. Please pray that we do” .                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

If you would like to support Bali Children Foundation please visit their website  https://bcfl.org.au/ and donate.           

Dame Marg Barry  OAM DSJ April 26th 2020. 
8 

https://bcfl.org.au/
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 Guide Dogs Australia has been announced the Most Trusted Charity Brand as part 
 of Australian Reader’s Digest “Most Trusted Brands 2020”. This is the 7th time the organi
 sation has been awarded this title since being added to the annual Reader’s Digest’s 
 Trusted Brands survey in 2013.  
  
 We warmly congratulate the Guide Dogs (Victoria) CEO  Dame Karen Hayes AM DSJ, a 
 member of the Victorian Priory.  
 
 James Williams, Chair of Guide Dogs Australia said trust in brands is now more important 
  than  ever, with added pressure on organisations to lead their staff and clients out of the 
 COVID-19 crisis in one piece. “It has often been said that although trust is difficult to de
 fine, it is easy to spot when it’s been lost. At a time when emotions and anxieties are run
 ning high, consumer confidence and trust are being put to the test,” said Mr. Williams. “To 
 be awarded this title during such challenging times is hugely encouraging and inspiring. 
 Guide Dogs teams across Australia have been working around the clock during the 
 COVID-19 crisis to safeguard the health and wellbeing of our staff, Clients, volunteers and  

dogs, and to ensure continuity of care for Guide Dogs Clients.   
 
Josh Frydenberg announced recently with CEO Dame Karen Hayes AM DSJ 
(above at left) a $2.5 m donation to Guide Dogs Victoria for their site redevelop-
ment. A great leap of faith by the Government under difficult times. 
   
Chevalier Paul Wheelton AM KSJ tweeted, “ This is the final piece of the puzzle 
needed to fully fund this $24 million project. As Capital Campaign Chair of this 
project my job is now done and construction begins.”    

 

Congratulations Paul on your hard work and commitment to achieve such a 
great result. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-  
 

 

WINNER: MOST TRUSTED CHARITY BRAND 2020! 

 

During our forced social isolation, I’ve been dipping into books on the bookshelves,   among them 
Jana Wendt’s book “A Matter of Principle” in which she interviews  internationally-recognised 

people she describes as “the Good, the Great and the Formidable”. 
 

She asked each to express in one word what they valued most, and their list included  Freedom, 
Courage, Fearlessness, Questioning, Searching, Tolerance,  Independence, Dependability, Loyalty, 

Justice, Love, Curiosity and Neighbourliness. 
 

Here in our City the catch-cry is “Be Kind, Ballarat”, and we have found great joy in                    
Neighbourliness and Kindness.    If you had to choose one word to describe                                                   

what you value most,  what would it be?  
 

Dame Val Sarah AM CGSJ  Ballarat Commander 



 

 

 

 

 

THE VICTORIAN PRIORY HERALD  EDITION  50: May 2020 Page  10 
Pro Fide Pro Utilitate Hominum 1048 AD - For Faith For Service To Humanity 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 

The Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care has just released two new       

resources (links below) to support clinicians in the use of personal protective equipment and   

infection prevention and control in the context of COVID-19.  

The posters highlight types of PPE and clinical situations in which specific combinations of PPE 

should be used, and a process for use of PPE in COVID-19 zones, they are available at: 

Infection Prevention and Control COVID-19 Personal Protective Equipment 

www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/ 

 Special Precautions for COVID-19 Designated Zones                                

www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/ 

“And The People Stayed Home”: by Kitty O’Meara 
 

And the people stayed home.  

And read books, and listened, and rested, and exercised, and made art, and played 

games, and learned new ways of being, and were still. And listened more deeply.  

Some meditated, some prayed, some danced. 

Some met their shadows. 

And the people began to think differently. 

And the people healed.  

And, in the absence of people living in ignorant, dangerous, mindless, and heartless 

ways, the earth began to heal. 

And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again, they grieved their 

losses, and made new choices, and dreamed new images, and created new ways to live 

and heal the earth fully, as they had been healed. 
 

Explanation: The poem is a work of one sitting and offers an account of how it could be, and 
what could be done with this time on our hands. The prose was written as an outlet for Kitty 
O’Meara’s built-up anxiety brewing for months as she watched the news of the pandemic taking 
over the world. “I was anxious for the past few months. I knew this was coming, and I couldn’t 
be of service,” she adds. Ever since she penned the poem, everyone has been sharing and                     
re-sharing it. People have also been re-sharing the poem in the form of video posts, pictures, 
and even YouTube videos.   

 
Catherine (Kitty) O’Meara of Madison, Wisconsin (2020). 
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VICTORIAN PRIORY  

VPAC Meeting Schedule for 2020 (Thursday  5pm – 7pm)  
 

January           30th 
March              19th  
May                 21st 
July                  16th  
September      17th 
November       19th  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

                 

Geelong Commandery 2020  
   

Our next meeting is scheduled for May 28th, and this 
clearly will not go ahead in its usual format.  In lieu 
of the meeting, reports which normally would have 

been covered will be circulated                                            
(as per previous meeting).                                                                                              

The Commandery had the Potato Shed event sched-
uled for early June, but is highly unlikely to proceed.                        
The following meeting is scheduled for July 30th and 

it is to be hoped that we can meet                                        
in some way by then.    

Ballarat Commandery 2020                                            

Members of the Ballarat Commandery are continu-
ing to meet  electronically (complete with Corre-

spondence, Financial Report, any General Business 
information and Members’ News. 

 
Scheduled meeting dates:   

Monday 4 May, 1 June,   6 July,                                     
until further notice. 

  

VICTORIAN PRIORY INVESTITURES  2020 

To be rescheduled to later dates in 2020 or early 2021 

ANNUAL CHAPTER MEETINGS  2020                                                                                                

Arrangements to be advised. 

 

GRAND PRIORY COUNCIL DATES 2020 

June 12  Adelaide 

October 9 Hobart 

 


