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Council serving at the ceremony and making it memorable.

A second circumstance that is significant is the stability of it all. 
Most of us know of what has during the Order’s
History happened with rifts and schisms etc., but in compa-
rison our Sovereign Council and also the Petit Conseil have 
been well functioning and stable. No dramatic quarrels and 
votes happen, the members of the Petit Conseil, the Supreme 
Court and other important Officers are generally reelected
time and again, which indicates that they have the trust of the 
members they represent in the special shape of indirect 
democracy which is a significant mark of our Constitution.

Thirdly I will point on the participating Units and Unit leaders 
coming to the Meeting and at home working for the Order in 
daily life, fostering impressive humanitarian work, having 
Investitures to receive new members and promoting worthy 
members, all at their own recommendation and receiving 
acceptance from the Petit Conseil. I write on purpose 
acceptance, because in contrast to many other Organizations 
it is a significant mark of our Order to have the Units 
keep vast independence, only regulated by (…)

Knights and Dames in St. John, 

It is now more than two months since we had our 
Sovereign Council Meeting and there is a little less 
than two years till the next one. This gives a good 
reason and ample time to have some reflections. 
Several circumstances come to mind in this respect:

The first one is that the number of members to 
participate has increased significantly over the years 
and is still expanding. The reason for this is of course 
that the number of members is increasing and has 
been for some years, and there are no signs that this 
development will stop. As I wrote in my previous 
column it is of course not possible for all members to 
be present for the occasion, but for all still the 
Meeting is important and will be referred to for all. 
One result of the development has been that it is no 
longer possible to have the Meeting at the 
Headquarters in Valletta, so it has been transferred to 
Hotel Victoria in Sliema, and it is the general 

impression that this change has been received most 
positively.
Still the Headquarters are not totally out of the picture, 
because the Ecumenical Service on Sunday as 
always takes place there. The number of participants 
there has naturally also increased, not only the 
congregation but also the celebrating priests who 
over the time have come to represent more countries

Peter GABRIELSEN, OSJ
Lieutenant-Grand Master.
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and more Christian denominations, 
and the service this year did as always
make a grand impression on everybody 
present. We owe great thank to the par-
ticipating members of the Ecclesiastical



(…) necessary changes  for various natural reasons. 
In this respect it is to be noted that after a long period of 
preparation the Order has now got Rules in many pages 
to supply the Constitution. Here you will find answers to 
all questions you may have, most of it already known 
stuff just not hitherto compiled. This material has now 
been under a final scrutiny by the Supreme Court and 
after final acceptance by the Sovereign Council it will 
be communicated to all Units.

Sincerely in Christ and St.-John,

Peter Gabrielsen
Lt. Grand Master
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Ecumenical Service Homily, April 2nd, HQ’s
realisation of the Good News, the Joy of 
the Gospel, Evangelii Gaudium. Our loving
and compassionate God – remember Jesus 
weeping – loves us so dearly, He will always be with us, 
even in and beyond death, bringing us to a new life, 
when we have to leave this one.

But it is not only a Sign of Grace, something bestowed 
upon us, without any counterpart from our side, like 
winning the heavenly lottery. Although what is expected 
from us is not something as a counterpart, a ‘do ut des’. 
On the contrary, we cannot but respond: Caritas Christi 
urget nos: the Love of God urges us to love one 
another. (…)
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Deacon Dominic VERHOEVEN 

Lieutenant of the Chairman of the E.C.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We just heard the story about the raising of Lazarus. It is 
the last miracle of our Lord Jesus, before his Passion, 
Death and Resurrection. In our catholic liturgical 
tradition, this story constitutes the third and last 
pericope in a tryptic that started two weeks ago with 
the encounter with the Samaritan woman and the gift 
of the Living Water. Last week, Jesus healed a blind 
man, and showed him the Light of the World. And now, 
today, we hear that Jesus raises Lazarus from death. 

The Lord is the Living Water, He is the Light of the World, 
He is Resurrection and Eternal Life. 

Water, Light, Life – three symbols used to put us on the 
road to become truly people clothed with the 
existential transformation that Easter brings about in our 
lives. Becoming new people, that are meant to bring 
about as well new life in the heart of others.

We can indeed, dear friends, read the text on different 
levels. 

Of course, and foremost at first sight, there is the 
miraculous intervention of Jesus, raising a man from 
Death, a man who has been dead for three days 
already. This act also is a promise to us: it is the



(…) We are called to become Easter-clothed people 
ourselves, witnessing to the Living Word and 
spreading it, helping people to see the Light, 
bringing people to experience new Life. The Love of 
Christ urges us to step in his footsteps. We cannot but 
respond to that appeal. Thát, Brothers and Sisters, is 
the oath we took, as Knights and Dames of Saint 
John.

We may not be able to raise people from the death. 
But we do are able to bring people to new life – we 
got a very rich overview of examples when we were 
listening to the reports from the Priories. We will not 
be able to take care of everything, to help all, when 
resources are running low (as Grand Marshal Roberto 
Volpi had to explain to the municipalities that kept 
knocking on the door at the time of the terremoto). 
We will not be able to remove poverty from the 
earth, to erase illness – and death. But we can and 
have to play our part.

From that point of view, our Order is part of the order 
of the sign: we are witnesses to the Kingdom of 
Justice that Jesus has promised us.  So what we do 
should refer to the task we have set for ourselves. The 
goal should be clear: Pro Utilitate Hominum. In line 
with today’s reading from the Scripture, that could 
also be understood as ‘Pro Vita Nova Hominum’ –
creating new life for people in the darkness of the 
abyss of the problems they are in.

But, dear Brothers and Sisters in Saint John, not only 
the goal should be clear. Not only our GPS should be 
set properly. Also our motivation should be clear, and 
aloud, not silenced, and neither and never taken for

6

granted: Pro Fide.

Imagine I would write on the blackboard: ‘We are 
showing why we are doing it for’, and I would then wipe 
off ‘why we are doing it for’, what is left would merely 
read as ‘We are showing – off’. And that is not precisely 
why we are here for. 

We are here to bear witness to the Pro Fide- part, as we 

are here to act effectively Pro Utilitate Hominum. The 
Lord has no other hands than ours to do the work. And 
work there is ! There is plenty of work, and yet the 
number of labourers is limited. 

Therefore, there should be no division amongst ourselves 
– ‘Ut unum sint’ : that all of them be one, Father, just as 
you are in me and I am in you’ (John, 17,21).  That all of 
them be one… That all of us be one !

For in this as well, with the ecumenical approach of our 
Order, we must be a sign of the unity Jesus asks for. We 
share the same baptism. We share the same gospel. We 
share the same oath – Pro Fide Pro Utilitate Hominum.

Let us continue in this way, when we go back to our 
own priories, to our own commanderies, to our own 
families. Bringing new Life to people, bringing the Living 
God to the manifold Lazarusses of this, our world.

Amen.
Dominic VERHOEVEN, KSJ, 

Director Caritas Flanders
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SLIEMA, Malta

March 30 th & 31st

April 1st & 2nd, 2017, 

the VICTORIA/PALACE Hotel

March 30th: Grand Priory of Malta Investiture

(HQ, Valetta)

March 31st: Petit Conseil

April 1st: Sovereign Council

April 2nd: Eucumenical service (HQ, Valetta)



Headquarters, Valetta, March 30th.

Grand Priory of Malta 
INVESTITURE & INSTALLATION

Australasia, Ch. Rev'd Canon David O'Neill, 
KGSJ, and two postulants received their 
investiture to Dames of St. John: Dame Rikke

Tvorup RUDOLPH and Dame Anne Over-
gaard CLAUSEN. A warm welcome !
Twelve Dames and Knights were elevated in 
rank.
Four newly elected Priors were installed. 

After a heartfelt welcome by H.E. the Grand Commander, the mantles, insignias and sword were blessed by the Prelate of 
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April 1st, 2017: 
SOVEREIGN COUNCIL



The Victoria/Palace Hotel, Sliema.

April 1st, 2017: 
SOVEREIGN COUNCIL

After the opening devotions by the Chairman of the 
Ecclessiastical Council, Rev’d Hans VAN-ACKERE, 
KSJ, a warm welcome and sincere wishes for a fruitful
and pertinent General Chapter were expressed by
our Lieutenant Grandmaster, Peter GABRIELSEN, OSJ. 
Our Grand Commander, Ch. Paul BORG, OSJ 
officially opened the meeting and spoke a welcome
from all directions of our globe. Jan LAMBRECHT, 
CJSJ, was appointed chairperson of the meeting 
and Dame Mary Josephine ZAMMIT was appointed
secretary of the meeting. Immediately confirmation
was given that the Sovereign Council met both
quorum qualifications to be properly in session and
thus perfectly able to vote on the whole agenda as 
sent beforehand, as well as on other matters arising. 

After the confirmation of the Constitution by the 
Grand Commander, our Lieutenant-Grandmaster 
confirmed he was prepared to perform another two
years in his office, which was unanimously approved
by applause. 

The minutes of the 2015 Sovereign Council were
unanimously approved,

The present Grand Officers were unanimously
nominated and re-confirmed in their offices until the 
next Sovereign Council of 2019, namely:     (…)
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- Conventual Bailiff Paul M. Borg, OSJ: Grand Commander; 
- Conventual Bailiff Vincent Bonagura, OSJ: Grand Hospitaller; 
- Conventual Bailiff Roberto Volpe, OSJ, Grand Marshall; and 
- Conventual Bailiff Boudewijn Franck, Grand Counselor. 

The members of the Supreme Court were nominated and appointed
for the next term until the coming Sovereign Council in 2019:
Chevalier Krister THELIN, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, Priory of 
St.Eskil,
Chevalier Andrew Bray WILSON, Priory South Australia, Chevalier 
Judson SCOTT, Pacific Priory, and
Chevalier Peter Anthony HERRRIMAN.

Auxiliary Judges : 
Chevalier William VAN NESS, the Americas Priory,
Chevalier Richard MUSCAT, Russian Grand Priory, and
Chevalier Alberto FINNOCCHIARO, Priory of Italia.

After the report given by the Lieutenant-Grandmaster, all Grand 
Officers reported on their domains and duties since the previous 
Sovereign Council in 2015:
HE Grand Commander Paul M. BORG commented on:
- the business transacted at meetings of the Petit Conseil since the 
last Sovereign Council meeting,

- the restoration and refurbishment of the Headquarters,
- the Refugio in Spain on the Comino to Santiago de Compostela, 
and
- the Annual International Oblations paid for the years  2015 & 2016. 
He presented the Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statements of 
2015/2016 & Budget 2017 and accounted for the Report of accounts’ 
statement for 2015 & 2016 and the up to date Income and expendi-
tures statement for 2015 & 2016

HE Grand Marshal Roberto VOLPE partially eported on the legitimacy 
of ‘The Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller (OSJ Malta),
(…)

12



13



14

HE Bengt ALMEBÄCK, GCSJ, Prior of the Priory St-Eskil, brought forward the 
provisional conclusions of the Legitimacy Commission, consisting of HE Roberto 
Volpe, Chairman, HE Bengt Almbäck and HE Krister Thelin, and you will read his 
exposé from pages 20 to 26.

HE Grand Hospitaller Vincent BONAGURA commented on the 2015 & 2016 
Philanthropy projects, and on the Philanthropy project aimed for 2017.

HE Grand Councilor Boudewijn FRANCK reported on the contacts with other 
groups, and passed the word to the editor concerning The OSJ International 
Herald Newsletter, who thanked his regular and irregular providers for all 
enthousiasming content, and asked to put the Herald editions since winter 
2014 on our website.

H.E Lieutenant Grand Master asked Rev. Hans VANACKERE to keep coordi-
nating the ECCLESIASTICAL COUNCIL. Rev. Hans VANACKERE reported on the 
last two years’activities.

Then all (Grand-)Priors brought their reports on the activities of their (Grand-
)Priory, and some as well as on their goals and plans for the coming two years.
I.e. for:
- the Russian Grand Priory: HE Grand Prior Bailiff Paul Borg, OSJ.
- the Italian Priory: HE Grand Marshal Roberto Volpe, OSJ.
- the Priory of Sicily: HE Prior Dame Alice Infantino, DJSJ.
- the Priory of Tasmania: HE Prior Bailiff Peter Murray,OSJ.
- the Priory of St. Alexander Nevski, Chevalier Jurgen Vereecken on behalf of 
HE Prior Dame Sonia Lust, KJSJ.
- Malta & its Dependent Commanderies: HE Prior Chevalier Joseph Grech, 
CJSJ,
- the Grand Priory of Australasia: HE The Grand Prior Bailiff Peter Wilsthire, OSJ.
- the Priory of South Australia - HE Prior Chevalier David Wotton, CJSJ.
- the Priory of Victoria  - HE Prior Dame Barbara Abley, DJSJ.
- the Grand Priory of The Benelux and the Priory of the Low Countries: Chancel-
lor Dame Gretel De Meyer, DGSJ, on behalf of the ‘Grand-)Prior Stefaan Van-
dendriessche, CJSJ.                                                                                   (…)
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- the Priory of Flanders (Prioratus Flandriae): HE Grand Prior Luc Van Eeckhoudt, 
KJSJ,

- the Priory of Switzerland: HE Prior Chevalier Henrik Mayer, CJSJ, 
- the Nordic Priory: HE Prior Chevalier Frank Jacobsen, CJSJ,
- the Americas Priory: HE Prior Dame Ann Van Ness GCSJ,
- the Priory of St. Eskil: HE Prior Chevalier Bengt Almebäck  GCSJ.
- the Priory of The Pacific: HE Prior Chevalier Biz Obley, KJSJ, last but not least.

Followed some exchange of ideas and proposals on different issues as the 
Administration of the Order, the updated ‘Rules of the Order’ by His Honour Mr. 
Justice Judson Scott, a Judge of the Supreme Court, the Relationships with other 

Orders, and the Re-union of legitimate Orders as seen and reflected within the 
present state of affairs, and the approval of all motions taken by the Petit Conseil
throughout the two year period from the last SC meeting,. 

After a whole day’s meeting, suspended for an in house lunch-buffet, the session 
was adjourned by the Lieutenant- Grandmaster, and the closing devotions were 
prayed in unity by all participants: members of the Sovereign Council, and all 
other members and guests present.

The next meeting of the Sovereign Council will be organised in the spring of 2019, 
at the seat of the Order in Malta, or in any place in Malta designated by the 
Grand Commander.

The Ecumenical Service on Sunday was excellent and a real token to our 
ecumenical vocation ! 

The opportunity to exchange ideas and to bond between Brothers and Sisters, 
during the meetings and official reunions as well as at the closing banquet, 
farewell dinner, and during the partner’s excursions, were fully taken and enjoy-
ed by all participants and the splendid people accompanying them. Perhaps a 
very good idea, to those absent this time, to join us next time, in 2019 ?

Most sincerely,
Jan Lambrecht, CJSJ,

Lt. to the Grand Councillor,
praeses of the SC meeting,
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March 30th – April 2nd, 2017

IMPRESSIONS 
by a NEWCOMER

It was not my first time in Malta, this beautiful little spot, which - according to American Travel Guides - you surely must be 
able to fly over in about five minutes. I was here before for conferences and exchanges with Caritas Malta, where I already 
learnt about the warmth of the welcome of the local people, and about the Island’s particularities.
But it actually was my first appearance at a Sovereign Council meeting, an honor due to my appointment as the Prelate’s 
Lieutenant. Mine is not an attempt to share with you brief minutes of the meeting – a task that happily avoided my path. 
But I want to share with you some of the impressions I got and that left homeward with me.

As a newcomer, I was wholeheartedly welcomed at the meeting of the Petit Conseil. As members were coming in there 

was enough time to get acquainted, so we could already skip official presentation rounds, and I felt quite comfortable 
from the beginning. It is always a special kind of chemistry when people from around the globe meet to achieve common 
objectives. Having a common inspiration brings about mutual understanding and it facilitates building bridges to 
overcome differences of all kind.

There was a similar ‘home coming feeling’ at the gathering of the 
Ecclesiastical Council. Although we were only seven, it was a rich 
encounter. Our Prelate Hans kicked off the meeting by looking back at 
10 years already of deepening the ecumenical ties that characterize 
our Order. A successful story, build on friendship and based on a few 
important cornerstones: a clear position not to engage in a 
fundamental theological debate on whatever issue (not even the sex 
of the angels), and a commitment of mutual respect for the other and 
his tradition. Our Lord gave us one message about the love of our 
neighbor – without adding conditions related to tradition or 
denomination. The Ecclesiastical Council plays an important role in 
strengthening what binds us, and in avoiding that Pro Fide might 
become Pro Fidibus (plural). 
(…)
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Of course, the masterpiece of the gathering was the meeting on Saturday of the Sovereign Council, Solemn ‘High Mass’ of 
the Order, in the Victoria Hotel in Sliema. More than 80 Knights and Dames were present to listen to the ‘State of the Order’ 
via the presentations of the Activity Reports of all the Priories. Although each presented in their own style – for making this a 
comprehensive exercise, the Council was indebted to Lieutenant Grand Counselor Jan Lambrecht, who moderated this 
anthology – the activity reports gave an abundant overview of the energy deployed within our Order, from West to East, all 
over the globe. All of us present couldn’t feel anything else than pride. Yes we do make a difference. Unfortunately I wasn’t
able to assist at all presentations, given the fact that the Ecclesiastical Council coincided with the afternoon session of the 
Sovereign Council.

On Sunday the gathering ended with an ecumenical service in the Headquarters of the Order in Valleta, followed by a 
standing reception at the HQ, which breath the history and the big moments of the past, and concluded by a trip visiting 
the island. The service again was a statement in its own, celebrating the richness of our ecumenical diversity. It was just a 
pity though that quite some people couldn’t make it because they already had to leave for the Airport, and that given the 
combination with the tourist excursion in the afternoon, the dresscode was easy going. It is not that I am the world’s most 
notorious addict of grandeur, but might it eventually be considered to reverse the order and start 
the Sovereign Council Meeting with an Ecumenical Service, so that all could be present in the 

Thereafter, we also spent some time exchanging on the various 
activities that had been organized or were being planned, in all 
the Priories represented, showing again a richness of how on 
the one hand our spirituality was  being deepened, and how 
on the other hand the different approaches by the various 
denominations were inviting to learn from one another. 

How great would it be, if this sense of unity within our Order 
would also be possible among the different Orders… In the 
House of the Lord, there are many chambers, it is said. So why 
people always claim that their room has the front door to the 
house ?

dress code of the Council ? It would just underline the central position of the Pro Fide part, and 
highlight as well our unique ecumenical characteristic…

Warmly,
Dominic Verhoeven, KSJ,

Lieutenant to the Chairman of the E.C.



ON THE LEGITIMACY OF THE ORDER
The special commission’s REPORT

In October 2015, the Petit Conseil, tasked a Commission - consisting of HE Roberto Volpe, Chairman, HE 
Bengt Almbäck and HE Krister Thelin - to look into the historical legitimacy of our Order. The finding of the 
Commission was, after endorsement by the Supreme Court, submitted to the Petit Conseil in September 
2016. At the Sovereign Council meeting in Valletta on 1 April 2017 a Summary of the commissions Report 

was given by Chevalier Bengt Almebäck as follows.

Excellencies, Lt. Grand Master, dear Brothers and Sisters and Guests. Concerning the discussion on the 
Re-union issue ( p-24.5. (23.5) on the Agenda), I would like to give some introductory comments to the 
referenced work by H.E. Grand Marshal Brother Roberto Volpe and myself. This work has also been 
discussed with H.E. Supreme Judge Brother Krister Thelin of the Commission on the historical legitimacy of 
OSJ Malta. My comments are divided in three parts. To understand the current legitimacy I think it is of 
importance  to start from the time when the historical Order was forced to leave Malta and had to give 
up its Sovereignty.     

First part. The historical chivalry ceased to be a state with a territory of its own after the fall of Malta in 
1798.  The Order of St John  had surrendered to Napoleon. Grand Master von Hompesch had signed an 
unconditional surrender. This meant that the Order would not become a state again according to 
international law. I can also refer to the Treaty of Amiens in 1802, which included that the Order would be 
restored, but this was never implemented. And by decisions of the Vienna Congress 1814 -1815 came the 
final blow to all aspirations to ever return to, or obtain, Malta.  Therefore, the Order forever became 
dependent on a ruling or an exiled Sovereign´s right to fons honorum and patronage to maintain its 
legitimacy as a genuine chivalry. A King or a Queen and their equal are the real basis of fons honorum, 
not that of a mere prince. As a constitutional right under international law, the Russian Tsar Paul I fulfilled 
this function by his fons honorum as elected Grand Master, when the Order's headquarters were 
established in St. Petersburg in September 1798.  
Upon Tsar Paul´s I death in 1801 the ecumenical branch of the Order protected by the Tsars, until Tsar 
Nicholas II and the Russian revolution in 1917.                                                                                                  (…)
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ON THE LEGITIMACY OF THE ORDER

(…) The Catholic branch of the Order had left St. Petersburg in 1803. Pope Pius VII had, in 
violation of the Constitution of the Order, appointed Tommasi as Grand Master. This branch of the Order 
joined the Priory of Messina. Frome that time the Catholic branch of the Order was under protection of 
the Holy See, but the Order was abolished in 1809  by the King of the two Sicilies, and in 1826 the knights 
of the Order were forced into exile in Ferrara. This branch of the Order, known under the well known 
acronym SMOM , was not restored until 1879 by Pope Leo XIII.  It can be mentioned, that the Pope is not 
the protector of SMOM. According to SMOM´s Constitution the protection is executed by a Cardinal. 

However, a Cardinal, cannot be considered a real basis of fons honorum. It may also be mentioned that 
SMOM is not a member of the Protestant orders of the Alliance, also called the four Sisters: The German 
Bally Brandenburg, the English Venerable Order, the Nederland’s Johanniter Ordre and the Swedish’s
Johanniterorden.  It should be noted that only the English and the Swedish Orders of St. John  are 
protected by a Sovereign. The Venerable Order is protected by Queen Elizabeth II and Swedish’s
Johanniterorden by King Carl XVI Gustaf.    

2. Second part. I think most of you probably are familiar with the fact that Tsar Nicholas II was very 
concerned about the consequences of the Russian - Japanese War (1904-1905) and the revolutionary 
developments both in Russia and in Europe. This resulted in a plan to transfer the headquarters of the 
Order in St. Petersburg to the United States. Thus, in New York in 1908 a Grand Priory of America of the 
Order was established. A Constitution and By-Laws of May 17, 1912 was adopted by the Sovereign 
Council of the American Grand Priory of the Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights of Malta. 
On September 1, 1913 Grand Duke Alexander Mikhailovich, the brother- in- law of Tsar Nicholas II, was 
elected Grand Master of this Order. Its Constitution was later laid down in King Peter´s  II Constitution of 
March 19, 1964, giving the Grand Priory of Americas an autonomous status within the King Peter II Order. 
On November 6, 1993,  within the SOSJ Vancouver branch of King Peter II Order, the Grand Council of 
the Priory of Americas accepted that its Constitution of 1912 had been deleted by amendments of its 
Constitution and agreed to carry out its functions and duties under King Peter´s II Constitution. 
The American Order expanded gradually in Europe, and in 1960 Colonel Paul de Garnier Cassagnac, 
Prior of the Priory of France was elected Lt. Grand Master of the American Order. As most of you know it 
was Cassagnac who recruited King Peter II. In 1964 King Peter II, as protector of the American Order, (…)
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ON THE LEGITIMACY OF THE ORDER

(…) honored the European part of the Order, led by Cassagnac, with his Constitution of March 19, 1964 
based on His Majesty’s fons honorum and the Royal Charter of 1963. This was a consequence of the fact, 
that a joint decree had been signed in 1962 by King Peter II and Lt. Grand Master Cassagnac. Due to the 
serious situation (caused by Grand Chancellor L.T. Pichel) it was decided to transfer the Headquarters of 
the American Order from United States to Europe. Of particular importance is to know, that King Peter II 

found it necessary to make arrangements, in order to preserve fons honorum for the future within the 
Order, similar to a Dynastic Order. The King, therefore, in the Constitution has laid down a hereditary 
protectorate, by-proscribing, that the Head of the Royal House of Karageorgevitch is the Hereditary 
Protector. Currently the eldest son of King Peter II, Crown prince Alexander is as head of the Royal House 
entitled  to uphold the Protectorate, but since the Order is divided in three administrative main branches 
it is not possible for him to confer the Order this honours, ius collationis (right to confer honour). It is also of 
importance, that in 1970 King Peter II elevated the Priory of Malta to the Russian Grand Priory of Malta by 
Royal Warrant and the king´s fons honorum. 

When King Peter II visited New York in January 1965 he was persuaded to be elected Grand Master of 
the Order. He accepted the election to be Invested as Grand Master on St. John´s Day, June 24. This 
caused a schism between United states and Europe. King Peter II therefore strongly recommended the 
Supreme Council of the American part of the Order to elect Cassagnac as Grand Master emeritus and 
to declare the reconciliation of the American part and the Europeans part of the Order. However 
Cassagnac refused the title of Grand Master emeritus. Despite this the two parties of the Order were 
united expect for the France Priory and some other units under Cassagnac’s Grand Mastership. Many 
authors take the disagreements between King Peter II and Cassagnac as a reason to claim,  that King 
Peter II would have left Cassagnac's Order and formed a new Order of his own. In support of this theory, 
the authors refer to a postcard, which King wrote on April 18, 1965 in Monaco to Cassagnac and 
informed him that he no longer belonged to Cassagnac`s Order. It is a common misconception that 
King Peter actually left Cassagnac's Order. Admittedly, it can be assumed that the  postcard was, 
indeed, an act of disappointment, but the fact is that Cassagnac left King Peter II and created a new 
Order of his own.  

It is to be noted, that King Peter II in January was not elected in accordance with the King Peter II   (…)
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ON THE LEGITIMACY OF THE ORDER

(…) Constitution of 1964 but in accordance with the Constitution of 1912  of the American Order.
The reunion within the American Order was that the entire Order came under King Peter II Constitution. 

In the same  year 1965 parallel events evolved. King Peter II was to be elected Grand Master of the 
Sovereign Order of St. John and Malta (the future Formhals Order). When King Peter II journeyed to 
United States on March 13, 1965, the Sovereign Order of St. John and Malta elected King Peter II to be its 
Grand Master. King Peter II accepted the election and on March 19, 1965 granted the Order a Royal 

Charter and the Constitution of 1964. The King was to accept office on St. John´s Day June 24, 1965 the 
same day the King had accepted the office of Grand Master of the American Order. The situation was 
complicated. King Peter II was to be Invested Grand Master of the American Order and the Sovereign 
Order of St. John and Malta on St. John´s Day. Unity was called for and this came into effect on St. Johns 
Day. A new name of Order was to be used: the Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights 
Hospitaller, in accordance with King Peter II Constitution. 

Differences within the Order at the end of 1968 led to that King Peter II was not longer active in the 
Governance of the Order and in that year signed a new Constitution( later as ”The Formhals
Constitution”, see infra). Due to disagreement a majority of members contended and preserve 
accepted that the Constitution of March 19, 1964 was still in force. King Peter II died in November 1970 
and the next year a final break occurred within the Order. During a telephone conference 1971 a 
discussion in Sovereign Council was followed by breaking up of the telephone connections, which in turn  
led to a separation into two bodies: One group led by Robert Formhals ( who had been the Chef de 
Cabinet of King Peter) and the other group  by Lt. Grand Master Prince Troubetzkoy. The Formhals group 
was operating under King Peter II Constitution 1968 and Lt. Grand Master Prince Troubetzkoy under King 
Peter II Constitution of 1964.

In 1977 Prince Andrej, the brother of the late King Peter II, was elected Grand Master of the King Peter II 
branch under the Constitution of 1964  with its seat in Malta. In 1987 Antony Zammit, Grand Prior of the  
British Isles, made an unsuccessful attempt to set a aside Grand Master Prince Andrej. The result was that 
Anthony Zammit had to leave the Order. Zammit formed his own Order and enacted King Peter II  (…)
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ON THE LEGITIMACY OF THE ORDER

(…) Constitution of 1964. In 1991 Prince Vladimir, the second youngest son of Prince Andrej, became the 
Protector of this Order, and in 2001 he was elected Grand Master. Prince Vladimir Order is to be 
considered merely as a private law-Order of Chivalry, and not a dynastic Order. 

Grand Master Prince Andrej died in 1990. At the same year a Sovereign Council meeting in Brussels led to 

a split between the Russian Grand Priory of Malta and the Sovereign Council in Brussels. The Russian 
Grand Priory of Malta became the Headquarters and International Centre of OSJ Malta branch. The 
Brussels Administration remained in Brussels with its units. In 1998 the Brussels Administration moved its seat 
and Headquarters to Vancouver, Canada, hereafter named SOSJ Vancouver. 

3. Third part. King Peter II Order preserves fons honorum due to the hereditary Protectorate laid down in 
the Constitution of 1964. The legitimacy of the Constitution can only be maintained for the Order in its 
entirety. The three main branches of the Order: OSJ Malta, SOSJ Vancouver and HOSJ Formhals must be 
considered as a common Order, separated by their present different Administrations, provided that HOSJ 

Formhals adopts their administration´s  previously King Peter II Constitution of 1964 (the adoption can be 
brought about in conjunction with a decision on an administrative unification). For the timing being, it is 
possible to reunite OSJ Malta and SOSJ Vancouver. In the event of a merger between any main branch 
of the Order and the Prince Vladimir Order, such a merger necessitates the establishment of a 
Concordat. Before any reunification It must be noted that the number of Bailiffs is strictly limited to twenty 
in accordance with King Peter II Constitution (10.1.a). 

A reunification of the administrative branches of the Order would support an aim of greater international 
acceptance and possibilities to have  the Order registered in the Register list of the International 
Commission for Chivalry [ICOC]. In 1978 King Peter II Order was, indeed, listed in ICOC´s Register as a 
Dynastic Order, although the dynastic element is limited to the Hereditary Protectorate. 
When the administrative branches of the Order are united it would be possible  to offer the Head of the 
Royal House of Karageorgevitch the Protectorship of the Order (Const. Art. 5.1). The current Head of the 
Royal House is, as mentioned,  Crown Prince Alexander. He may be willing to take the office of 
Protectorate in his late father’s Order. I have learned from H.E. Grand Marshal Brother Roberto Volpe.    
(…)
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ON THE LEGITIMACY OF THE ORDER

(…) that H.R.H. Crown Prince Alexander is a member of the Orthodox Church of Belgrade and not 
a member of SMOM ( which is sometimes reported). He is, however, Knight Grand Cross of a Merit Order 
of SMOM.

In sum, the opportunities are there, against this historical back drop, to validate the legitimacy of the 
Order of King Peter II by uniting its present different three administrative branches.

Bengt ALMEBÄCK, GCSJ
Prior,

Priory St-Eskil.

Roberto VOLPE Krister TELLIN

References

James J Algrant , The Fons honorum , http://www.kwtelecom.com/chivalry/fons.html,

James J Algrant, Article about the International Commission for Orders of Chivalry published in Maine World News 

Service, http://www.maineworldnewsservice.com/caltrap/internat.htm.

Peter Brander van Duren, The Cross on the Sword , A supplement to Orders of Knighthood , Awards and the Holy 

See , Great Britain 1987.

Bryant, Sir Arthur (2009) [1942], The Years of Endurance 1793–1802, London: Collins, 1975. Read Books. ISBN 978-1-

4446-0013-1. OCLC .

Hyginus Eugene Cardinale, Orders of Knighthood Awards and the Holy See - A Historical , juridical practical 

Compendium , Van Duren Publishers, Gerrards Cross ,1983, revised edition 1985.                                                   (…)

25

http://www.kwtelecom.com/chivalry/fons.html
http://www.maineworldnewsservice.com/caltrap/internat.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-1-4446-0013-1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OCLC


ON THE LEGITIMACY OF THE ORDER

(…) References

Robert Cave - Browne -Cave , A Short History 900 Years of Chivalry , 2000

Paul de Cassagnac, Histoire de L´Ordre Souverain de St-Jean de Jerusalem, Chevaliers Hospitaliers, O.S.J. Livre 

Rouge, Editions du Scorpion, Paris 1963. 

Noel Cox , The sovereign authority for the creation of Orders of Chivalry , first published (1999-2000), Arma, the 

Journal of the Heraldry Society of Southern Africa 317-329 

Hendrik Dijkhof , The Legitimacy of Orders of St . John , doctoral thesis of the University of Leiden, 2006

Robert W.Y. Formhals, White Cross, Story of the Knights of Saint John of Jerusalem, with particular emphasis on the 

Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller since 1964 under Royal Charter of Peter II, King of 

Yugoslavia, Sanghals Publishers, Camarillo, California, USA, 1979.  

Thomas Freller, Malta the Order of St. John, Midsea Books Ltd 2010.

Roger Alexander Lindsay, Copies of Historical Reference Documents, Regarding The Orders of the Knights 

Hospitaller and of St. John, Zurich Switzerland March 19 -20, 2005.

Jacques-Youenn de Quelen, Precis of History and Spirituality of the OSJ, Regular Order of St. John, Knights 

Hospitallers, PubliBook.com, Paris 2000.

Harrison Smith and Joseph Storace, Order of Saint John of Jerusalem, A study of its development from after the fall 

of Hompesch in 1798 through its Russian an American Revivals down to the death of King Peter II in 1970, Akkerprint

Delft, the Netherlands 1977.

Bo J Theutenberg , The question of legitimate knightly orders, traditio melitensis , 2005 Theutenberg is Professor of 

International Law and Knight Grand Cross of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem Order of Chivalry

Gaston Tonna-Barthet, The Grand Masters of the Sovereign Order of Saint John of Jerusalem, Delft 1973.

René J. Tonna- Barthet, Biographies of  the Grand Masters of  the Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights 

Hospitaller, 1113 – 2006, 2006.

René J. Tonna- Barthet, Memo on various issues concerning SOSJ/OSJ, February 3, 2015. 

Pier Felice degli Uberti, History of the International Commission for Order of Chivalry, 

http://www.icocregister.org/history.htm.

Roberto Volpe , A thousand years between the Cross and the Sword , 2009,  Roberto Volpe is Conventual Bailiff 

Grand Marshal and a member of the Petit Conseil of OSJ Malta.

Roberto Volpe, Ordine di San Giovanni de Gerusalemme Cavalieri Ospitalieri, Gran Priorato Russo di Malta 1798 –

2015, Edizione Maggio 2015.

26



CHILDREN HELPING CHILDREN

CHARITY: CHILDREN HELPING CHILDREN
St. Sunniva Commandery, Norway 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
Greetings from St. Sunniva in Norway ! When I write to you 
in the last days of May, we are on the verge of summer 
here in the south-east of Norway after a long and cold 
winter. We have just celebrated our national day in 
Norway, 17th of May, where the children have been in 
focus in a very non-military celebration. All since our 
modern constitution was written, back in 1814, the 
tradition is to arrange children’s parades where the 
young celebrate with flags and singing as they walk 
through their local community, making stops at seni-
or citizens homes and war memorials. 
The longest parade is in our capital Oslo, where over

The children parading in front of the Royal balcony

The picture hereabove shows the parade from a 
small school in a community just outside Sarpsborg, 
passing the local senior homes singing and waving 

their flags in appreciation for the senior citizens. As a 

father of several, I have walked many miles with the 
children during the years in such parades, and just the 
happy look on the seniors faces waving back to the 
children makes the effort well worth.

During winter in Norway things tend to move a bit slow 
because of the cold, and we use much of our time inside. 
(…)
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100 schools and marching bands passed the royal castle 
and the royal family greets the people from the palace 
balcony.



(…) It is maybe because of our especially strong inherited 
instinct from the old days here in the north to care for our 
family and homes protecting them from the dangers 
winter brings, but we have nevertheless managed to work 
on some small activities. I want to share a with you this 
time a little bit about our work together with our youngest 
helpers and recruits; Children helping children, as we like 
to call it.

In the end of March this year it was the 12th year in a row, 
Save the Children had its children's equipment weekend 
in Aas city. St. Sunniva and Aas Hospitalergroup
contributed as usual with guards, sales effort, as well as 
sorting and packing clothes that were not sold and would 
be donated. Over 150 sacks (after two annual markets) of 
clothing were the results that would eventually be sent to 
needy and poor people in east Europe, and Save the 
Children earns about 10.000 euros each time they arrange 
this market.
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Almost 50 volunteers from Save the Children and 10 from 
Aas Hospitalergroup contributed to the success of the 
event. Not least our youngest recruit Max, as you see in the 
picture, co-operating with our former Hospitaler Trond
Berger with sales and guarding. Max has worked with us on 
several occasions just as enthusiastic as our grown-up 
knight and dames, despite of being only 7 years old ! 
Another great effort done by children is Sjoeskogen SFO, 
an after school/kindergarten project, which for several 
years have been arranging a market and a show for family 
and friends, earning money in the same time for a good 
cause. The last years Aas Hospitalergroup have received 
the funds earmarked for spending it on the children and 
youth with cancer and their family on the Radium Hospital 
in Oslo. This year the Children Cancer Association in the 
county contributed and gave the children and the grown 
up working on the project a diploma and a warm thank 
you for the important work. On the picture below you can 
see all the children who contributed. An amazing gang, 
and we look forward to work with them again. (…)
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were of course there, but also Petter and Adrian, 10 years old, 

as seen on the picture below, were for the first time with us. 
They have already signed up for helping on the same 
arrangements this year. Thank you so much my young brothers.

the children and youth are our light and truly the future, not 
only for the world in whole but also for our organization. Let us 
struggle to reach out to the young learning them the joy of 
helping others, and recruit them to work for our worthy cause. 
Children helping children, could it be more beautiful and 
poetic? I wish you all the best for the summer, for you and your 
families, and for the Faith, in the service of Humanity.

Frank Jakobsen, CJSJ,
Commander

St. Sunniva Commandery,
Norway

Prior,
Nordic priory.

Just before Christmas last year we also gave our 

youngsters recruits Marcel and Philip, at that time 15 
years old, a diploma each of appreciation for working 
on several of our projects for several years helping 
children with cancer in their free time. You may have 
seen their faces on other pictures from our activities, 
and you will for sure in the future. Remarkable young-
sters, who give hopes for the future and our cause. On 
the picture, you can see them receiving their very 
much deserved thank you and diplomas from the 

order and from the Radium Hospital in Oslo. 

I will also give some attention to the youngsters that 
helped us last years with one of our most important 
project helping the National Sarkom Cancer Asso-
ciation with their annual event for all people affect-
ted by Sarcoma cancer. I have told you about this 

event before in the November issue of Herald in 
2016, but want to celebrate the fantastic young 
people who contributed. Philip and Marcel

My Hospital-
ler brothers 
and sisters…:



Order of St-John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller
Under the Constitution granted by his Late Majesty King Peter II of Yugoslavia

The International Herald

We want 

YOU 
for The International Herald !    

Make yourself heard, from all OSJ’s units. 

We DO want to know how you are doing over 

there on the Pro Fide, the pro Utilitate Hominum !

Send your contributions in Word format and in 

pictures soon, for the next 03/2017 edition, 

to lambrechtnot@skynet.be, by the end of 

August to come. 
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St- Francis Commandery, Saturday May 13th, 2017 

Priory of the PACIFIC

INVESTITURE and GALA

On Saturday May 13, 2017 the Priory of the Pacific held an Investiture and Gala Ball for the St. Francis Commandery. The 
Investiture was held at the historic Presidio Chapel on the Presidio grounds in San Francisco.  Four new Knights were
invested:  Lundy Campbell, KSJ, Marc Corsi, KSJ, Judson Goldsmith, KSJ, and Michael Raddie, KSJ.  It was a solemn
ceremony with Stephen Pendas, KGSJ acting as Marshall.  Paul Griffin, KGSJ was the Deputy Marshall, Michael Lark, KSJ, 
Crucifer, Keith Dion, KSJ, Sword Bearer, Russell Wallace, KSJ, Bible Bearer, Al Cavey, KGSJ, Colour Guard, Keith Turner, KSJ, 
Colour Guard, David Fleming, KJSJ, Regalia, Father Jack Izzo, KGSJ, Chaplain.  Christopher Barnes, CJSJ, Prior Emeritus, 
gave the Allocution and Biz Obley, KJSJ, presided as the Investing Officer.

During the ceremony William Chadwick. Commander of the Commandery, was promoted to CGSJ, Alan Cavey was 

promoted to KGSJ, Dame Ruth Matz was promoted to DGSJ, David Fleming was promoted to KJSJ, and Father Jack Izzo
was promoted to KGSJ.

In the evening the Gala Ball was held 
at the St. Francis Yacht Club to honor
and welcome the new Knights. A 
cocktail reception was followed by a 
procession into the Golden Gate Room 
led by Lynn Miller, bag piper, and the 
Colour Guard from the United States
Army 91st Division.  After posting of the 
colors, the new Knights in their bright
red robes were introduced to the 
Guests. Father Jack Izzo, KGSJ, gave 
the invocation followed by a fine 
dinner and much conversation among
the ninety attendees. 
(…)
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Dancing to the band Rumors, which
all members and guest enjoyed, 
concluded the evening.  Dames 
Barbara Weghorn, DGSJ, Carolyn 
Patrick, DSJ, Nancy Glenn, DGSJ, and
Knight Fernando Exposito, KSJ are to
be congratulated and thanked for
their hard work and dedication to
make the ball a success, including:
invitations, flowers, donations and the 
silent auction. It was a grand 
evening!

St. Francis Commandery, primarily a 
military commandery, has chosen as 
their primary charity to support 
wounded veterans from the Iraq and
Afghanistan wars. 
One charity that is currently being
supported is Community Action North 
Bay (CANB) which provides housing
for home-less veterans in the Northern
Bay Area.  Dame Ruth Matz, DGSJ, 
has been involved with CANB and
has been instrumental in obtaining

new housing for veterans. This spring, 
Dame Matz and civic officials in 
Vacaville,

Dame Ruth Matz, DGSJ, being recognized for her work with veterans, on the 50th 
Anniversary of the Vietnam War, and Commander William Chadwick, CGSJ, with
veterans who have received housing from Community Action North Bay.

Jennifer Marsh, a guest auctioneer, conducted a live auction to select polo teams for the forthcoming Wounded Vete-
rans Polo Match to be held August 20, 2017 at the Santa Rosa Polo Grounds, which is one of the major fund raisers of the 
year.

The successful auction was followed by retirement of the colors and then dessert in the Starting Line Room. 
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California broke ground on a new $21 million facility that will provide 39 units for homeless veterans.  Dame 
Matz has led CANB to provide housing for more than 125 veterans since 2010.  She has also been honored
by the Vietnam Veterans Association for her work with veterans in the North Bay Area and she is a valued
member of the Commandery of St. Francis.  The forthcoming polo match in August will be a fund raiser
and will enable the Com-mandery to continue support of CANB and other charities that support wounded
veterans in the Bay Area.

Yours in Christ and St. John,
Biz Obley, KJSJ

Prior,

NftE: You can have a look at these two webpages too:  www.polobenefit.org and www.osj-sfc.org.

http://www.polobenefit.org/
http://www.osj-sfc.org/
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PRAY MORE,
WORRY LESS

Matthew, 6:34.



Victoria Cdry, Australasia, Shrine of Remembrance, 
Sunday 9TH April 2017

75th ANNIVERSARY  
awarding of the GEORGE CROSS to the PEOPLE OF MALTA

John Delia SQNLDR and HE 
Grand Prior Bailiff Peter Wiltshire 
OSJ

Alan Murphy, Br. Ben Soler, President of the 
Maltese Australian Association

and Max Chester OAM, KJSJ

Dame Lennie Christopherson
AM DSJ, Chev Brig. Geoff 
Christopherson AM KSJ and 
Dennis Troedel KJS

The Maltese Australian Association celebrated the 75th Anniversary of the Award of the George Cross, by King George VI, on 
15th April 1942, during the Second World War, to the People of Malta, at a Wreath Laying Ceremony, Shrine of Remembrance, 
on Sunday 9th April 2017.

We were not fortunate with the weather this year, it was cold and wet, and the Ceremony was therefore held indoors in the 

Shrine Sanctuary. This created a special solemnity for the occasion.

The Anniversary function as usual, was well attended by a group of most enthusiastic and distinguished invitees. The confined
area of the Sanctuary, certainly added to the spiritual formality of the area, with the shaft of light from the roof aperture, 
penetrating to the inner space with the stone flower enclosure bedecked with flowers.
Malta at the time of the Award was the most heavily bombed place on earth.
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Alan Murphy and John Delia SQNLDR KSJ

Detail of the Maltese 
national flag, proudly

adorned with the 
George Cross

The proceedings commenced, at precisely 12 noon, as the column 
troop entered the Sanctuary with precision.
Our new MC for the proceedings was Alan Murphy. We note that 
Don Kinsey AM, the previous MC for many years, was unable to 
attend due to illness.

The sombre music played during wreath laying, was by the Australian 
Army Band, with the Last Post and Rouse by the Army Bugler.

The Malta for Peace citation was given by Mr Victor Grech, Consul 
Gen. For Malta, followed by the National Anthems of Malta, United 
Kingdom and Australia. 
Expressions of thanks were delivered by John Delia SQNLDR, RAAF, 
followed by the March out of the Catafalque Party and March out of 
Cadets and Flags.
The proceedings concluded with precision and colour.
A delightful late morning tea in the Western Hall of the Shrine of 
Remembrance, completed a very pleasant memorial occasion.

On April 
15th, 1942:
Malta 
was 
awarded 
the 
George 
Cross,
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In Australia, the 25th April, is known as ANZAC DAY  as it 

marks one of Australia’s most important national 
occasions. ANZAC stands for Australian and New 
Zealand Army Corps. This year marked the 102 
anniversary of the first major military action fought by 
Australian and New Zealand forces on the Gallipoli 
Peninsula during the First World War.  Many Members of 
the Order of Saint John Knights Hospitaller were amongst 
the millions of Australians young and old who paused to 
honour our heroes, to remember their achievements, 
their courage and their dedication, and to say thank you 
for their sacrifices. The service members we honoured 
came from all walks of life, but they shared several 
fundamental qualities. They possessed courage, pride, 
determination, selflessness, dedication to duty and 
integrity – all the qualities needed to serve a cause larger 
than one’s self. From the Soldiers and Nurses who first 
served in the Boer War  to all ADF members of the three 
Services (Army, Navy, Airforce) and those who have 
served in all subsequent theatres of WW1, WW2, Korea, 
Vietnam and more lately Timor Leste, Iraq and 
Afghanistan and the Solomon Islands. We also honoured 
all members who served as Peace Keepers in other 
conflicts and times of emergency and those who served 
in many other ways at home.
Australians also honoured the service and lives of those 
men and women of other nationalities who served their 
own countries. WE REMEMBER AND HONOUR THEM ALL. 

ANZAC DAY

ANZAC DAY
Priory of Victoria, AUSTRALASIA
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Many who served  didn’t ask to leave their homes to fight 

on distant battlefields. Not all were volunteers. They didn’t 
go to war because they loved fighting. They were called 
to be part of something bigger than themselves. They 
were ordinary people who responded in extraordinary 
ways in extreme times. They rose to our nation’s call 
because they wanted to protect a nation which has 
given them, so much. Amongst the many members of the 
Victorian Priory who have served their countries is 
Melbourne born Chevalier Alan Day KJSJ (now 95 years of 

age) pictured hereunder with a group of school children 
who is one such surviving member of the RAAF (…)



(…) who served during WW2 as a medical orderly. (…)
By the age of 19 he was in Darwin where he served from 1942-5. During this time he 
survived more than 50 Japanese air raids, including the massive attack on 19 February, 
1942 when the town was attacked by 242 aircraft. Chevalier Alan also served on 
Morotai and, as the tide turned against the Japanese, he re-enlisted in the army which 

was short of manpower for the planned landing at Balikpapan (Borneo). He is now 
President of the Darwin Defenders Association (Melbourne chapter) and in this 
capacity he was invited to Darwin in February 2017 to commemorate the Bombing of 
Darwin day. He continues to serve veterans and their families through his work with 
Legacy and the RSL. Many OSJ members also supported a Wreath Laying Ceremony, 
at the Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance, on Sunday 9th April 2017 when the Maltese 
Australian Association celebrated the 75th Anniversary of the Award of the George 
Cross to the people of Malta, on 15th April 1942 by King George VI.

LEST WE FORGET

Dame Barbara Abley AM DJSJ,
Prior,

Priory of Victoria
Commanderies of Geelong & 

Tasmania,
Ballarat Founding Group,

Gippsland Peninsula Group, 
Melbourne – Metro Group,

and New Zealand
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SCIENCE and EDUCATION

The generalized attempt to eradicate from everyday life 
and thought not just religion, but all non-scientific ideas 

and beliefs, and to replace them by ‘scientifically justified’ 
ways of thinking and acting, - this attempt can be called 
scientism. It is not only religious ideas that must disappear 
from our thought; other common sense categories such 
as soul, person, human dignity are in this view equally 
mere fictions of the imagination, remnants of a primitive 
age. Only brains and brain processes really exist. 
Human beings are just complex organisms, only gradually 
different from other living species. Therefore we should 

purify our vocabulary and live according to the truth.
This scientistic view leads to the endeavor to eliminate all

REFLECTIONS  

on SCIENCE and EDUCATION
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Enlightenment thinking very influential in present day culture. 
Regularly, reports in the media about sexual education 
contain complaints that this form of education does not 
sufficiently take into account the most recent scientific 
insights. The other day I heard in a news bulletin that 
because of the persistence of taboo mentality, pupils are 
largely unaware of the realities and possibilities of abortion. 
High time to instruct them how exactly to avoid undesirable 
pregnancies, and how eventually to go about putting an 
end to them. 
As if the whole thing were a matter purely of avoiding some 
sort of disease or casualty. 
(…)

belief in 
unenlight-

ened
fictions 
and moral 
illusions be-
witching 
people in 
their 
actions, up 
to this very 

day.
Scientism 
holds that,

also in ordinary 
life, people 
should be 
guided only by 
the scientifica-
lly established 
truth, and 
should con-
stantly adjust 
attitudes and 
actions to new 
scientific 
ideas. This 
scientism is a 
reductionist 
form of



REFLECTIONS  
on SCIENCE and EDUCATION

(…) Of course, especially in todays’ society young
people should become acquainted with some of the
basic ‘facts of life’. I suppose nobody would have a

serious problem with seeing a number of relevant
scientific concepts and insights about sexuality included
within a broad-based education at a certain age (which
age exactly is not that easy to determine). However,
what the contribution of science within this education
should be, is to be determined by education itself, more
precisely moral education, not by science on its own. As
Einstein already said (after Hume), science teaches us
‘what is’, not ‘what ought to be’.

It teaches us how things causally interact, not 
what (moral or other) objectives we should be 
aiming at. Science can tell us what are the facts about 
sexuality, science cannot tell us how we should educate
our children morally in this respect. This means that 
inevitably the contribution of science to education is 
limited, selective and, from a strictly scientific viewpoint, 
rather rudimentary. What it is necessary to teach within the 
sexual education of young people in today’s society 
cannot be determined by science as such, but only in light 
of a community’s sexual morals, in confrontation of course 
with all sorts of communal and social problems that 
(again) are only in part related to scientific concepts and 
techniques. 
To assume otherwise would mean that sexual education is 
to be understood as the combination of scientific 
information and manipulative training. Whereas it is an 
education in which fundamental human attitudes such as 

trust, privacy, shyness, guilt, shame, mutual respect, 
etcetera, are not disregarded, but presupposed and 
developed. 
In the scientistic view, however, science is supposed to 
teach us a different, objective view of sexuality and to 
help make its practice ‘more rational’. The idea is not only 
that sexuality can be viewed objectively (which of course 
is not in dispute here), but also that the aim and 
significance of the activity can be established objectively 

and should then be implemented in people’s behavior. 
(…)
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REFLECTIONS  
on SCIENCE and EDUCATION

(…) If this is what is meant by an education based on 
scientific insights, one cannot possibly agree with it. Neither 
biology nor even sociobiology can tell us how we should 
experience and value sexuality in a human way, nor how 
young people might be educated into such a human way 
of interacting sexually. Neither biology nor sociobiology 
can show us the limits of what is ethically permitted or 
prohibited. They cannot even tell us what it is that people 
desire in erotic relationships as such. What people are after 

here is not titillation pure and simple, let alone the 
dissemination of genes. What they are after is a particular 
kind of gratification intrinsically linked to people’s 
understanding of meaningful relationships, - understanding 
not undetermined of course by specific historical and 
cultural circumstances.
The idea that science as such can lead us to a ‘more 

tive scientific view. It is in fact influenced by the 
utopian desire to reform human affairs in view of a 
certain picture - itself a real illusion - of complete mastery 
and perfection, a picture partly at least determined by a 
society characterized notwithstanding its wealth by spiritual 
poverty. History shows us (and utopian literature warns us) 
what sort of misery scientistic utopias have inflicted (could 
inflict) on the delicate fabric of human relations, e.g. on the 
relations between men and women, parents and children.
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rational’ 
attitude 
regarding 
sexuality 
and sexual 
education is 

not only 
mistaken, it 
is also dan-
gerous. A 
scientistic
view is not 
an objec-

The mentality of scientism is actually not so different from the 
mentality present in sects. Believing to be in possession of 
divine knowledge, the sectarian believer is able and willing 
to consider normal, ordinary human relations as unbearably 
imperfect, or even completely insignificant. This belief easily 
leads to a divine mission: to dispose of the imperfect or 
insignificant reality in view of an ideal one. A totalitarian 
attitude can be cultivated on a fundamentalist as well as on 
a scientistic basis. Hard-line orthodoxy can be found not only 
in religious circles, but also in scientifically enlightened circles.

Herman DE DIJN, CGSJ 
Prof. Em., 

Philosophy dept., 
Catholic University 

of Leuven (B).
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Some have argued that it is not possible to reach an
agreement regarding which values to teach.

Others are concerned about the separation of church
and state and believe any attempts to teach values or 
morality will introduce religion into the classroom.

Whether or not we deliberately adopt a character or 
moral education program, we are always teaching 
values. Even people who insist that they are opposed to
values in school usually mean that they are opposed
to values other than their own. 



June 16th, Heusden-Zolder (B)

Fraternizing, Hof van Loon BBQ
Loon Commandery, Low Countries

At the 2015 Christmas gathering and fraternizing
with the guests of our Hof van Loon, patroned by
the Loon Commandery, the question rose from the 
guests and staff: we won’t be waiting to meet 
again until the next Christmas, will we ? No we 
wouldn’t ! So there was the first BBQ by OSJ Loon at 
the end of June 2016, offered to our guests of the 
Hof van Loon: home for people with acquired

brain injury, named after our Commandery and
the meeting room Malta referring to the OSJ HQ’s
location. At the end of the 2016 BBQ, people were
asking: when is the next barbecue ? Well, on the 
16th of June 2017 that was. We gathered some 85 
people: the residents of Hof van Loon en Huize 
Terlaemen (the neighbouring facility) to start with, 
the splendid caregiving staff and a number of 
family members of the residents. 
The installation of the banquet location was done
by us, the baking was done by the caregiving staff, 
the service at the buffet and of the drinks was our
task, the manual dishwashing and total clean-up 
was then again ours, We had an exemplary co-
operation between staff and OSJ, very enthousiast 
guests and family, and a wonderful time together, 
bonding in a warm atmosphere.
(…)

A well 
deserved

honorary
title, 
this is !

An evening at 
the buffet
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(…) The barbecue is always a good occasion to hand over the 
cheque with the net revenue of the yearly Valentine- or Crocus-

buffet the Commandery organizes in favor of the Hof van Loon, 
with hundreds of people attending, and where the Commande-
ry is doing the service, together with a very reliable and dedica-
ted team of loyal volunteers,
This year we could hand over, with all pleasure, a cheque of 
3,500 euros. This is going to be used to enhance and extend the 
yearly holiday with the Hof van Loon residents and staff to a 
proper especially for their needs equipped holiday location, the 
next vacation being at the Flemish coast in 2018.

We consider this BBQ, as well as the yearly Christmas celebration
with ‘our’ Hof van Loon, as a pro utilitate hominum at the purest.
When leaving, our guests informed – just to be sure – if there was 
going to be another BBQ next year. Of course there will be,,, 

Jan Lambrecht, CJSJ
Vice-commander,

Loon Commandery.

Terrific
job 
done, 
Pol !

Part of the flamboyant diswashing team

Resident Simon, his grilfriend,  
and family members, and
staff member Karen.

Residents and family members

Always a pleasure



N.f.t.E.: The colours
of these pages 

are just reflecting
the colours

of the ancient
Loon County, and therefore of the 

Loon Commandery’s banner: 
So there is NO intent whatsoever, 

contrary to your feel,
to make you, dear reader, blind…]
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Resident 
Jean 
missed
somewhat
his buddy, 
Brother
Jaak, who
couldn’t
make it to
the event.

Enter premises
at own risk !

Most performant 
cookery team !

Beverage
team

It’s good to be
the king,,,



International obituary:

It is pleasure to announce once more that no Knight or Dame active on the international level has been called to join our

Lord. Several members in diffferent Priories unfortunately passed away from this life: our deepest gratitude remains for their

achievements and fraternity within and beyond the Order. May they all rest in peace ! 

Elections and Nominations:

Ssince the 1/2017 issue the following elections and appointments in office occurred:

- the newly elected Prior, Dame Sonia Lust, DJSJ, of the St. Alexander Nevsky Priory,

- The newly elected Prior, Chev. Biz Obley, KJSJ, of the Priory of the Pacific

- The election of Chev. Joseph Grech, CJSJ, to be the new Prior for the Malta Priory, and

- the election of Chev. Frank Jakobsen, CJSJ, to be the new Prior for the Nordic Priory. 

Sincere congratulations and all the very best in fullfilling our motto in your new function !

On my personal behalf and on behalf of all of us, we wish our author Prof. Em. William McLeod a quick

and total recovery from his health issue, which prevented him to finish his refelections article on Hope. 

Get well soon !  

Two (yes, two !) Centennials !

The Florida Commandery celebrated the100th Birthdays of 2 Dames: Jane Bennett and Adelaide Van 
Winkle, who both received the Henrietta Countess de Hoernle Legacy Award for their long-time sup-
port of the Order. Many wishes for many years more, 
The Most Gracefully Aged Member Competition is hereby officially opened !

Personalia

47



48

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Arms, I hope you’ll enjoy this 2/2017 edition as well as we enjoyed our

biennual Sovereign Council or General Assembly in Malta: indeed a wonderful, warm and

pleasant experience again of Brother- and Sisterhood, in favour of our great motto.

Keep up the good work, and do NOT forget to send me content in Word and pictures by the end 

of August to come, at the latest  ! 

Awaiting all that is storming in for the next 03/2017 issue on my e-mail adress

lambrechtnot@skynet.be, I do absolutely remain,

Yours most sincerely in X° and St-John.

Jan Lambrecht, CJSJ, 

Editor

Little word from the Editor


